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I the month If _ 10. the Meeting-houſ 
in Monkwell-fireet was. ſbut up: for. ſeveral 


weeks, without any previous: intimation to me of. 


the defign. The day on which it was again. qpen- 
ed, I complained of this diſreſpeftful treatment 10 
ſome of the congregation who came into the veſtry 
after morning ſervice ; but did not ſuggeſt the leaft 
perſonal reflection on Dr. Fordyce : for I djd not 
then know: that he was the contriver of the plan. 
Dr. Furdyce, however, having been told that I had 
complai ned, thought proper to reſent it, and to 
write the firſt letter in the follows ng correſpondence, 
which gave riſe to the ſucceeding. 


Dr. Fordyce has - fonce procured my expulſion 
from Monkwell-Rtreet ; ; which, I believe, he had 


long in view, and had been long contriving to ect, 
in order to receive the whole of the ſubſcription. 


This very extraordinary event, where the circum- 
ſtances 
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J am chargeable with ſomething criminal. In juſ- 
ice therefore to my character, 1 | could not but wiſh 
that the circumſtances might be known as exten- 
froely as the event. Beſides, ſuch partial and falſe 
repreſentations have been given of this tranſaction, 
that it at length appeared neceſſary to my friends 
and to myſelf, that a conciſe and faithful account 
of it ſhould be drawn up and printed. Such an 
account I have drawn up; which, with the letters 

| that paſſed between Dr. Fordyce and me, I no 
| ſubmit to the opinion and judgment of the Reader. 
The ordinary mode of publication was declined, 
from an unwillingneſs to expoſe facts, which I 


was I to my own Vindication. 


Thomas Toller. 


Nb 


ances are unknown, muſt excite a ſuſpicion that 


bave no pleaſure in relating, any farther than 


Dr. 
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F I R J T LE T TH * 
To Mr. P O L L E R. 


pan Sin, 


T was with cn concern I heard, wie laſt in 
town, that you had taken high offence at ſome 


1 | 1 Steps of mine; and that, when I was not pre- 
WF ſent to plead my own cauſe, you had complained of 


them, in a very warm manner, to ſome worthy Mem- 
| bers of our Society, whom you knew I had long had 
the pleaſure of numbering among my Friends, and 
whoſe friendſhip, you could not be ignorant, I was 
deſirous to preſerve. 

My concern on this occaſion was not” leflened, 
when I was informed, that thoſe complaints were 
made in the Veſtry, immediately after you had been 
38 publickly addreſſing the God of Peace, in the Name 
of the Prince of Peace, and as the Mouth of the 
WF People, 

Had you forborn your reproaches, till you had 
ſeen me, and heard my explanation or apology, would 
it not have been acting agreeable to an expreſs Rule 
of that Religion which you have the honourtopreach ? 
; B I need 


| 
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I need not refer you to the hace; You are no Stranger I 
to your New Teſtament. 4 
Of the world you have knowledge ſufficient. to 
be ſenlible that Appearances are not always Proofs 
and that when circumſtances are fairly ſtated, fully 
underſtood, and candidly conſidered, they often aſ- 
ſume an aſpect very different from that which they 
preſented at firſt view. 
My propoſal to Mr. — 
Meeting three weeks, for the ſake of ſuch. Repairs 
as ſeveral perſons, who belong to it, had repeatedly 
withed, was an Expedient adopted in haſte, through 


apparent neceſſity, and by no means weighed with 


that deliberation which the nature of the caſe may 


be judged to have required. In truth I never men- 


tioned it, till half an hour after two of the clock the 
very Sabbath before I ſet out on my journey. The 


Idea itſelf had not occurred to me till the ſaturday 
 mmediately_ preceeding. Had it occurred ſoon enough 


to leave me leiſure to canvaſs, and opportunity to 


communicate it in a proper manner, I had no tempta, 
tion, and ſhould have felt no deſire, to decline either, 


but the very reverſe. 
| Thoſe who know me beſt have never ſuſpected me 


of a pragmatical, overbearing, or uncourteous temper. 


A retired and ſtudious life free from buſtle, and un- 
interrupted by ſchemes, has always been my choice. 


I have ſpoken handſomely of you, Sir, on a thou- 


ſand occaſions. On none did I ever ſay or do any , 


thing to alienate from you a e Friend. Nor havę 
| | lever 
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* ever ſfcwn an indifference about your health, or 
chat of your family. Of the People that compoſe 
che Congregation i in Monk well ſtreet I have uniformly 
Þ thought with a gratitude, affection, and zeal, * which 
muſt always prevent the moſt diſtant intention of 


1 treating them with diſregard or neglect. And ſthould 
1 any of them be induced, through your influence, or on 


< your account, to withdraw themſelves from 1 my mi- 

| niſtry 1 can only ſay, that my kindeſt wiſhes, and 
| warmeſt prayers for their welfare, will follow them. 
I had been aſſured but a few days before the Sab- 
| bath abovenamed, by at fiend who had particular 
| acceſs to know, having been himſe'f in queſt « of Tup- 
Le that as Thad not then ſecured. any, ir "would 
| Few Miner and Preachers who were at that ſea- 
Jon in London being preengaged. The ſtate of Mrs. 
| Fordyce s health, which was become truly alarming, 


| und which every day grew "more fo, called for u 


journey without delay. Her diſtreſs fo engroſſed, 


and affected my mind, that 1 was very little capable 
of attention to other confiderations.” As T was en- 
e by invitation to wait on Mr. — the Lord's 
3 before we ſet out, and had not time to conſult 
you, or any other of our F riends, having been able 


do get to town only in che morning. I was naturally 


| Ted to propoſe the Plan of Repairs to him, he having 
| formerly conducted with propriety, and at fimull ex- 
| Pence, ſomething of the ſame kind in the Courtyard. 
He very readily approved and conſented, not having 
1 che 
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the laſt apprehenſion, any-more than myſelf, that 1 B 
the proceeding would give offence, nor the ſhadow 8 - 
of a Suſpicion that I meant any thing arrogant or 
unkind, Had I done fo, I ſhould ſcarcely have ap- 
plied to a man who lived on ſo intimate and friendly 8 
a footing with you. I believed myſelf the more ſafe 4 E 


» - þ 


from that. circumſtance, 


When I expreſſed a deſire that the Sounding Board 
might be brought farther down, it was what I had 1 } | 


eue your voice did ot require it, mine in eee ee þ 1 | 
did would be greatly aided by the alteration. In iſ 
this perſuaſion I had been ſtrongly confirmed Some EC | 
time before, by the extraordinary advantage which 
8 1 found from the very low Situation of the Sound] ing 1 


board i in Mr. Brewer's Meeting at Stepney. 
When I gave publick intimation of ſhutting up 


ours, 1 fully deſigned and hoped, God willing, to f 
be at home againſt the firſt Lord's day in September, 
and ſhould have been ſo with eaſe, had not Mrs. 8 
| Fordy' ce been confined to bed ſeveral days upon the 1 
| road, and ſo weakened by her illneſs as to be inca - 4 


pable of travelling with common expedition. 

Leſt my return at the time propoſed ſhould be 
prevented by any unforeſeen accident, I engaged 
Mr. Davidſon to ſupply my place in Such event. 
When I aſked him to diſpenſe the Sacrament, it was | 
partly from a Suppoſition that You too might be 
from home, not doubting but you would probably 


= * that opportunity of * your Friends in 


the 
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Weſt, and partly from my not having time, during 
che few minutes that Iſaw Mr. Davidſon, to attend to 
tte conſequences of ſceming to exclude 7av. I ſaid, 
"IX Seeming to exclude You, For I ſolemnly proteſt, 
1 had-not. the ſmalleſt intention or wiſh to treat you 
with dite pe. It was inattentian only. I did nat 
reflect, in my hurry, that it was your place to admi- 
niſter the Lord's Supper in my abſence.” If I had, 


it would have ſtruck me at once as inconſiſtent with 


my own ſentiments to think of employing another, 
in the caſe of your being preſent. But there are, 
if I miſtake not, in che life of every man moments, 
in which the n warims ſhall Kaſs from his 
times. 8 is 1 

1 am not indeed a very cautious e L 
have never, I muſt confeſs, ſtudied. the forms of 
behaviour with much anxiety. But it is really fax 
from my inclination to ſhow a contempt for my 
fellow creatures, and ſtill farther to put an affront 
upon any with whom I am more nearly connected. 
You, Sir, never can be an object of zatentional 
rudeneſs among perſons of the leaſt decency, Te 

In the very ſhort time that I paſt with Mr. 


on the Subject of ſhutting up the Meets 


ing, 1 forgot to deſire that he would ſend you 
early notice of it. But on recollecting the omiſ- 
ſion in the Evening, 1 employed Mr. Bailie whom 
ſaw at Mr. . Hoppe s, who is a. ſubſcriber to 

Monk- 


\ 
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 Motikwell ſtreet, and a young man on whole c care 
x & 7H could "rely, to ſtep the next day to Mr. _—. 8 
s houſe; and beg the would take tlie firſt op- 
porta to inform - vou. as I ſhould be buſied 4 
in 8 for 1 my journey. Mr. Bailie called ac- | 
"cordingly, but, ut, not finding him at home then. 
called again the day after, and tmiffing bim again. 
wrote himſelf to You the ſame-day. 
11 That any who attend the meeting only in the 
morning ſhouid have come there in vain the Lord's 
day following, and that the ſame inconyenience 
dhould- have happened to any of the good People a 
who frequent the Evening Lecture in the fame place, 4A 
1 heartily tegret. It was # conſequence” that did 
not preſent itſelf to my thoughts in due time. 
1 hope thieir candour will excuſe the inadvertency. 
29 '” Thadvertericy i in ſome fituations will be found with 

|  tharacters much more managed than mine. But of 
2 propenſity to offend mank ind, or of an indifference 
about the juſt regard of good men, we ought not 
haſtily to ſuſpect any. May carriage to you, Sir, 
fince we were thus connected, had not furely be- 
trayed ſuch diſpoſitions in me. Tou had often at 
my requeſt diſpenſed the Sacrament in my abſence. 
E had not ſeldom deſired you to diſpenſe it, when 
J was preſent, and more than ordinarily fatigued 
with the preceeding Service from want of health, or 
ſome other cauſe. Had you come to the Veſtry as 
gt on the * of the Firſt Sunday of this 
= | mouth, 
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month, Mr. Kennedy who knew me well enough to 
1 conclude, that my not aſking You to adminiſter that 
ordinance' had been a meer overſight, mentioned 


k to Mr. Davidſon, upon meeting him there, (not 


1 having ſeen him before, and till then conſideri ng 
him as engaged) his wiſh, that if you ſhould be 
3X preſent you might perform the duty in queſtion; 


3 to which Mr. Davidſon cordially agreed. I re- 
gret you was not preſent. It might have obviated 
part of the offence; and permit me to add, it 
1 would have been very becoming in a Diſciple and 


a Miniſter of JESUS. Mr. Davidſon had not 
offended, The Members of the Society had not 


"F offended. I was not there, with whoſe conduct 


you was ſo much diſpleaſed. The Ordinance it- 
ſelf had no connection with that conduct. It was 
the ſame divinely important and amiable Inſti- 
tution, as if the other had never happened. Ard 
I hope you did not think, that what had paſt 
implied a crime not to be forgiven. If you did, 
then I chearfully forgive Zou, pray the 
Almighty to bleſs you and your Family, and am 
with ſincere eſteem for the good qualities you pol- 
ſels, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your affectionate and humble Servant, 


U— . 
OE 1774. | James F ordyce. 
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P. S. I ſhall expect, Sir, upon the principle 

: of common juſtice, that you will ſhow this letter 
to thoſe perſons, whom your complaints may have 
impreſſed, or contributed to impreſs, to my dif- 

£ As s by den fn both ſides, they will be 
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Mr. TOLLER's AN s WER 
"1 1 O 
FORDYCE's FIRST LETTER. 


DE ar SIR, | „„ 
THE favour of your's I received. The be- 
«| ginning of it, I preſume, would have been 
pmitted, had you been informed, that, when I 
E | poke in the Veſtry of the abrupt manner of ſhut- 
ing up the Meeting in Monkwell-ſtreet, your name 
aas not at all mentioned, nor even hinted at on the 
x7 decafion. — It would be kind of you, Sir, to ſug- 
eſt to the perſon who related the converſation, 
IF that the obligations of Truth are ſacred, ] par- 
acularly obſerved, that I did not take upon me 
2 o ſay who was to be blamed ; that it was the fact of 
hich 1 complained. And, indeed, wherever the 
lame might fall, I muſt have been extremely ab- 
ess to have ſuffered ſuch a Tranſaction to paſs un- 
oticed; a Tranſaction which carried on the face of 
great incivility to me, and to the Morning Au- 
'Y litory ; and which I do not imagine could find its 
parallel in any Diſſenting Congregation, ſince Dif- 
E enting Congregations have exiſted. And the notice 
have taken of it, I cannot conceive any impartial 
1 perſon will judge to be, in any degree, unbecoming 
4 Phe character I have the honour to bear as a Miniſter 
pf the Go] pel of Peace. 1 love Peace, and have 
hs - — _- 


14 LETT 3 
followed the things that make for Peace. I look | 
upon her with Veneration, and, of late eſpecially, 
have offered many a Sacrifice upon her Altar. 
If a few recent facts were impartially conſidered» 

T' perſuade myſelf there is no one but will allow 
that I have had ſufficient cauſe of complaint. 
TI ſuppoſe you will recollect, that, about four months 
ſince, juſt before the adminiſtration of the Lord's 
Supper, you informed me, that ſome of our Friends 
had expreſſed their wiſhes, that you and I would 
diſtribute the elements in that ordinance ; and you 
defired me, if ] had no particular objection, to 
begin that Evening to join with you in that ſervice. 
I readily conſented : and after the ſervice. was con- 
cluded, when we were returned into the Veſtry, you 
ſpoke with Approbation of the manner in which it 
had been conducted. The next time of adminiſter- 
ing, you told me that ſome of our Friends had ſig- 
nified, that they were diſconcerted the laſt time, by 
both of us ſpeaking at once; and therefore you 
propoſed that we ſhould, for the future, ſpeak al. 
| ternately upon thoſe occaſions, and addreſs the Com- 
municants at large, and defired me to do ſo that i 
Evening. - — -1 agreed to this propoſal, and did as you 3 | 
requeſted, —To my very great ſurprize, the Saturday 2 | 
preceding the firſt Lord's day of next month, k re- 


ceived from you the following Letter. 
As J find that the maner in which the Sacrament | 


« of, the Lord's ſupper was adminiſtered in Monk- 


cc well Street the two laft times, was, "beſide deng 
85 never 
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ol: # © never practiſed any where elle, extremely diſagree- 
ly, F e able, and diſconcerting, to many of the Receivers; 
„ have reſolved to continue it no longer, but to 


follow, God willing, a different method which, I 
4 << truſt will be more acceptable and more edifying, 
„ and which will not put you to the leaſt trouble.“ 

PD pon a review, Sir, of this Letter, can you think 
"What I met with proper treatment for doing what 1 
; BY at your ſpecial inftance? Can you think that 
8 the ſtyle of the letter is ſuited to the addreſs of one 
EF Miniſter to another? Can you imagine that I would 
have joined with you in the adminiſtration of the 
"2X ordinance, if I had had any conception that I ſhould 
bave been thus ſpeedily, authoritatively, and pe- 
4 | remptorily diſmiſſed ? What muſt the people think, 

1 | when, after having g joined with you in that ſervice, I 
AY | was at once precluded any future concern in it? 


A 

> What could they think but that having been tried, I 
7 3 had been found incapable, or that I had done ſome- 
u ching to render any future concern in it improper? 
5 1 It was with the Idea of its continuance that I joined 


vith you in the mode of adminiſtration which you 
2X propoſed. You propoſed it to me not as what was 
co be temporary, but conſtant : and I the more readily 


0 
7 complied, as our uniting in that ſervice was expreſſive 
of an harmony honourable to us, and tending to pro- 


mote the grand deſign of our labours. 
Is there any impropriety in aſking, who thoſe many 
receivers are to whom the part I bore in the ſervice 


was ſo extremely diſagreeable, and diſconcerting | ? Or 
C 2. he what 
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what it was I faid on the occaſion that was ſo ? Did 


I talk nonſenſe? Did I ſpeak blaſphemy? I muſt 
have erred exceedingly to juſtify your expreſſions. = | 
It is, however, no ſmall ſatisfaction to me to find, 
that there were thoſe of the Receivers (who are an 
honour to the Society, and whoſe eſteem does a man 
teal credit) ſo much pleaſed on the occaſion, as to 
expreſs themſelves in terms of approbation, which it 
would not become me to repeat. 

Your engaging Mr. Davidſon to adminiſter for 
you immediately after excluding me from any con- 


cern with you in the Service, as related above, tended 


to fix unfavourable impreſſions of me upon the So- 
ciety, and upon the Public. — One would have 
thought, that you might as eaſily have ſeen, or ſent 
to me as to Mr. Davidſon ; or, if not, that you might 
have engaged him conditionally, that neither you, 
nor I was in Town. Mr, Kennedy was at Monk- 
well - ſtreet in the morning of the firſt Sabbath. He 
came into the Veſtry after the ſervice; but did not 
give the leaſt hint that he apprehended your not 
asking me to adminiſter was a mere overſight, and 
that he ſhould intimate ſo much to Mr. Davidſon. 
He had an opportunity of ſaying this, had he been 
ſo diſpoſed. That he afterwards mentioned to Mr. 3 
Davidſon his wiſh, that, if I was preſent, I might FC 
_ adminiſter, was, I believe, in conſequence of ſome 
of the Members, juſt before the afternoon Service 
began, honeſtly expreſſing their diſ ap probation of 
employing 2 Stranger. 


Do 
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Da you really think, Sir, that I ought to have 
been preſent in the afternoon, and humbly to have 
waited till I had known whether Mr. Kennedy would. 
be pleaſed to aſk Mr. Davidſon to permit me to ad- 
miniſter ; and whether Mr. Davidſon would be pleaſed 
to grant the permiſſion? Or do you think that my 
appearing there while Mr. Davidſon was adminiſter- 
ing (which would have held up in a ſtrong point of 


view the diſreſpectful treatment I had received) would 


have at all aſſiſted the devotion of the Communicants? 
Or that the ſenſations which I could not but have felt 
in ſuch a ſituation, would have been a ſuitable pre- 
parative for ſuch a Solemnity. — Several worthy 
Members of ſeriouſneſs, judgment, and temper, 
thought it right to expreſs their diſapprobation of 


the meaſure, by their abſence: and I apprehend few 


would think they ated wrong. A learned Coun- 
tryman of your's hath ſhown, that Rouſſeau's charge 
upon Chriſtianity, as tending to form laviſh prin- 


ciples in the mind, is an injurious charge. 


I received no information (except what I acciden- 
tally met with) of the Meeting's being ſhut up, *cill 
the Thurſday Evening following the Lord's day on 


which you gave the notice. That Evening I received 


Mr. Bailey's letter. My not receiving earlier inform- 
ation prevented my embracing the opportunity of 
taking a Journey. It ſeemed ſurprizing, that, (if 
you had formed the Reſolution of ſhutting up the 
place only on the Saturday) you could not, in the 


beginning of Auguſt, by ſome means or other, have 


acquainted 
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acquainted. me with the reſolution, in . I was 
equally intereſted with yourſelf, time enough to have- 


given notice of it in the Morning, as the morning 
ſervice begins fo late as a quarter of an hour before 


Eleven. 


When, Sir, you conſider cheſe fats, and . 
when you conſider them in their connection, can you 
wonder that I thought myſelf diſreſpectfully treated? 
I did think myſelf very diſreſpectfully treated; many 

of the Society thought ſo too; and ſo did many not 


connected with it. Theſe facts being of public 


notoriety, naturally became (among the Diſſenters) 
ſubjects of public converſation; and I ſhould not ſpeak 
truly, if I were to ſay, (ſo far as my information 

reaches) that the public converſation hath turned to 


your advantage. 


After all, Sir, I have felt myſelf, and FR a my- 


felf, ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſtand with you on the beſt 


terms. I am a ſtranger to what you mean, when 
you ſpeak about perſons withdrawing themſelves from 
your miniſtry chrough my influence. [ have been, 
and ſtill am, ready to aſſiſt in any meaſure tending to 


the peace and union of the Society, and to its proſpe- 


rity in whatever view. I have felt real concern when 
ſuch ſteps have been taken as tend to form parties, 


and diviſions among us. 


I hope you and Mrs. F ordyce acquired an W 


of health from your .country Excurſion. 1 moſt 


ſincerely : 


| | =o * | 
ancerely wiſh you both all the happineſs you can 
FT wit for yourſelves. | DS © RN 
n 1 am, Dear Sir, 
2 Your affectionate Friend and humble Servant, 
=_ TT  _.. Tho, Toller. 
f Iſlington, Sept. 19, 1774. N 
x P. S. I have in part complied with your requeſt 
in ſhowing your Letter, and ſhall farther comply with 
irt; though it is leſs neceſſary as I find a copy of it lies 
for inſpection at Mr. Kennedy's. I ſhould be glad, 
it, by whomſoever your Letter to me has been, or 
may be read, this Letter of mine may be read alſo.? 
1 * A Copy of Dr. Fordyce's firſt Letter, was ſent by him to 
: Mr. Kennedy's, and ſhown to various Perſons, before it Was 
wpooſſible for Mr. Toller to anſwer it. A Copy of his ſecond 
1 Letter was in Circulation at the Time Mr. Toller received it. — 
b How far this Conduct was conſiſtent with any conciliating De- 
1 fign, the impartial Reader will judge. — Dr. Fordyce's warmeſt 
on friends have not attempted to vindicate his treatment uf Mr. Tol- 
1 ler. The plea, which hath been echoed all around, is the Con- 
2 ceſſions of his firſt letter. But though there are in that letter. 
YH ſome ſoft expreſkons ; yet there are a much greater number of 
IF Hard cenſures, which ſhould have found no place in it had it been 
intended to be conciliatory. The letter eertainly required = reply ; 
aud Mr. Toller would have been wanting to his own; character, 
= if ke had made no reply. — In his reply Mr. Toller denies 
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the charges which it contains, ſtates (Without any refleding lan- 
guage on Dr. Fordyce) the reaſons he had for being diſpleaſed; 
and concludes with aſſuring the Doctor that, after alt, he had 
been, and ſtill was, ſtrongly diſpoſed to ſtand with him on the 
beft terms. This reply was not what it hath been repreſented, a 
rejection of conceſſions. It was an avowal of a diſpofition to a 
reconciliation. And Dr. Fordyce had here a fair opportunity, if 
he had been inclined, to end the diſpute. But the Doctor thought 
proper to renew the attack with greater warmth, as will appear in 
the ſucceeding letter, | | | 
Dr 
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SECOND LETTER 
10 Mr. T 95 L . 


REVEREND STR, 


Received your reply to my letter, but muſt con- 


racter and breeding, that it would have been written 


vith more fairneſs and candour. You profeſs, in- 
deed, a fervent zeal for peace; and you even ſub- 
ſcribe yourſelf, my affectionate friend; but I cannot 


help ſaying, that the ſpirit of your letter ſeems to be 
no very conyincing proof of ſuch diſpoſitions. 

I wrote to you, Sir, in a different temper. I 
narrated without evaſion or diſguiſe the whole tran- 


ations that had given you ſo much offence. I ex- 


plained with truth every motive that had influenced 


them. I ſolemnly proteſted that I had not the 


ſmalleſt intention or wiſh to treat you with diſreſpect. 
I frankly acknowledged inattention, inadvertency, a 
want of deliberation, a want of care to weigh con- 
ſequences in a matter which, but for the circum- 
ſtances of difficulty and anxiety that hurried my 
thoughts, I ſhould certainly have conſidered with 


more 


feſs it diſappointed me. I expected, from your cha- 
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more judgement, and conducted with more propriety, 
I fignified my regret; and I expreſſed my eſteem, 
b, All this, I hoped, would have been taken notice of 
* Dy you with ſome good nature, and in your reply 
have been placed to my credit as making ſome kind 
= impreſſion in favour of the man of whom you had 
1 before you heard him complained fo heavily. For 
4 2 J maintain, Sir, that to all intents and Purpoſes, and 
| according to every palliiile nt vou com- 
plained of me. 
Lou plead, „that you did not ks upon you 
IT < to ſay, who was to be blamed, and that it was the 
fact of which you complained.” Zut the fat 
Could not be done by itſelf: you knew the blame 
muſt fall ſome here; and you:knew it muſt fall on 
me, becauſe you had been informed from indubitable 
| authority, that the fact was-done by me. You there- 
| fore, Sir, could not mean any other but me; and 
you could not but know, at the moment, that thoſe 
to whom you ſpoke: muſt. neceſſarily and unavoidably 
| underſtand you £0 refer to me. Nor could any one 
= who heard you, and was acquainted-with what had 
WF paſt, fail to believe your vehement charge of rude- 
= neſs was intended to light on me. Does not your 
| whole letter prove it with inconteſtable evidence? 
Your inſiſting -in this caſe, that & you named no 
« perſon,” I will venture to pronounce a ſubterfuge 
unworthy of your profeſſion, of your principles, and 
of your ſenſe. I am ſorry for it on your account. I 
<hought much-better of you, Sir, than once to ſop- 
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poſe, that you was capable of deſcending to a quirk, 
that would be beneath a ſchool boy. Would not any 
byſtander of the leaſt impartiality, ar diſcernment, call 
it an Equivocation? And yet at the ſame inſtant you 
ſcruple not to inſinuate, againſt another perſon, no 
leſs a crime than a violation of the ſacred obligations 
of truth. Mr. Toller, .this was not right, whoever 
was the perſon you had in your eye. If it was Mr, 


Kennedy nothing could be more wrong. 


Mr. Kennedy, without hearing you pronounce my 


name, which he never ſaid he did, concluded, how- 


ever, for the reaſpns I have aſſigned, that your dif- 
courſe pointed to me and to me only; nor could 
he i in the nature of the thing conclude otherwiſe; 
and I appeal to your own mind whether his conclu- 
ſion was not as obviouſly juſt, and as infallibly cer- 


tain as if he heard you repeat my name ten times over. 


Mr. Kennedy, Sir, I ſpeak from the intimate acquain- | | 


tance of fourteen years, is a man of known, approved, 


and irreproachable integrity, to whom I may ſafelß il 


apply what you ſo truly ſay of ſome other worthy 


members of the Cangregation in Monkwell-ſtreer, | g 
that he reflects honour on that Society. If you mean 


bim, Sir, by your inſinuation, I cannot much won- 


der, that you think uncandidly of me. He who 


queſtions the worth of one ſuch character, will not, 


where pride, or paſſion, or prejudice, is conſulted, 


heſitate long to queſtion that of any other. 
In your letter, Sir, you paſs over in ſilence the rule 
of the Goſpel which I ** and ſtill think, was 
by 
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A by you diſregarded or forgotten in the veſtry. For 
cg ftrong as appearances might be deemed to be againſt 


me, that rule, I muſt ever be of opinion, required, 
on an occaſion of ſuch a ſerious nature, a manner 


of proceeding very different from what you purſued. 


T0 fancy, that you was exempted from it's obliga- 
leon, by ſuppreſſing my name, where you muſt be 
f W ſure my name was underſtood by others, as it was 
| 8$ | meant by you, were weak, trifling, and childiſh, 


Reverend Sir, you have lived long enough to be 


convinced, that many actions have carried on their 
ace incitements and diſpoſitions the very reverſe of 
= thoſe which were found on cool enquiry and proper 
information to have produced them. Did not you 


WW yourſelf on hearing what I had to offer in relation 
W to the letter which you inſert in your's declare that 
W you was fully ſatisfied I had no intention by it to 
treat you diſreſpectfully; and that, as I poſitively 
| aſſured you I had none, © you was ſorry you had 
( ſuſpected it,” for I aver, that theſe were your 
= words. I then acknowledged with pleaſure the kind- 
= neſs of communicating to myſelf in private your ap- 
prehenſions, and giving me that opportunity of re- 
moving them by ſuch an explanation. In conſequence 
of this we parted, as I underſtood, without the 
a ſmalleſt animoſity on either ſide; I am ſure without 
the very ſmalleſt on mine. But I cannot forbear to 
obſerve with equal ſurpriſe and concern, that you take 
up the ſame letter, on the ſame footing of diſſatiſ- 
faction, as if no diſcuſſion had taken place between 
us, and no ſatis faction had been expreſſed by you. 
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If che event, which happened ſoon after, tende MM 
in your idea to confirm your firſt ſuſpicions reſpecting Wl 
the ſtyle or purpoſe of that letter, you ſhould ſtill, I 0 
_ Conceive, have delayed to draw any deciſive inference 


from it, till} you heard. me on the other ſubject, 


fince you muſt allow it was poſſible ; that, as you 
Had regretted the haſtineſs of your interpretation in 
the firſt inſtance, you might afterwards ſee cauſe to. 


regret the raſhnefk of your judgement in the ſecond. 


zomplying with an expreſs and important law of 1 
charity, enforced by no leſs an authority than that of i 


your divine Maſter. 


But ſetting aſide the general obligations of religion: I | 
and morality, 1preſume to ſay, that my affectio- 1 
* nate friend” ſhould have waited a few days for my 
expected return, when. he might hear my defence or 


confeſſion, rather than paſs ſentence againſt me un- 


heard, and indulge a ftrain of avowed diſpleaſure, 
which he might be very certain would do me no 
good, and which he might naturally. imagine would 
do me harm in the eſtimation of ſome common 
friends who were preſent. If you apprehended a 


tendency in my behaviour © to fix unfavourable im- 


* prefſions of you upon the ſociety and upon the 


public; did you apprehend none in your's to 


aurt me inthe ſame way ; and if you believed I had 


done you evil, was it your part as a Chriſtian, and a 


My 


A ſuppoſed deficiency of reſpe& on my part, could 
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E ET T E R Mm. 
My My employing Mr. Davidſon to adtminificy the 
Sacrament inſtead of you, ſeems indeed to have left a 


very deep impreſſion on your mind. L again regret, 
that the fituation of mine on Mrs. Fordyce's account, 


25 


joined to a prevailing conſciouſneſs of right intentions, 


and let me add, to a defective knowledge of your 


diſpoſition, which I did not ſuſpect of ſuch a prone- 


neſs to miſtake your friends, prevented the recollec- 

tion which would have led to a different procedure. 
You ſay, that F might as eaſily have ſeen or 

« ſent to you as to Mr. Davidſon ; or if not, that 1 


might have engaged him conditionally, that nei- 


ther you nor I was in town.” In the firſt place, 
Sir, I did not fee Mr. Davidſon till the evening after 
I gave the intimation ; and as I had no opportunity, 
that evening, of applying to you, I was willing to 
make the matter ſure in the event of my not being 
able to return before the firſt ſabbath of September; 
which, however, J expected that I ſhould. If I had 
not been hindered by Mrs. Fordyce's illneſs during 


⁊ great part of the journey, it would have happened 
accordingly; and in that caſe, much of the offence 


would have been avoided. In the next place, you 
oblige me, not very kindly, to repeat what I lad 
largely explained before, that the whole affair was 
the effect of that hurry and embaraſſment into which 
I was thrown by the diſagreeable circumſtances I was 
then in, and eſpecially by the afflicting apprehenſions 
I was under, about the health, and indeed the life 


of the perſon in the world who*was to me deareſt. 


I had 
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had left her that very day in deep diſtreſs at Putney 
heath, from which I only got to town time enough 
to wait on Mr. 
to Monkwell-ſtreet. For ſuch a Situation you have 
not been pleaſed to make any allowance. 

In my laſt I expreſſed a wiſh, that you had come 
as uſual to the Veſtry, on the afternoon of the firſt 
ſunday in September. For there you would have 

found yourſelf treated, with every proper mark of 
reſpect. Mr. Kennedy; Had fixed it with the full ap- 

probation of Mr. Davidſon; and he took this ſtep, 
not as you believe © in conſequence of ſome of the 

„members, juſt before the afternoon ſervice began, 

« honeſtly expreſſing their diſapprobation of employ- 

ing a ſtranger;” for he did not ſpeak to them on 
the ſubject, till the point was ſo ſettled merely from 

his own proper motion. The reaſon why he did not 
propoſe the ſame thing to you after the morning 
ſervice, was partly becauſe he had not then ſeen Mr. 

Davidſon, and at that time conſidering him as en- 

gaged was unwilling to determine any thing without 

firſt mentioning the buſineſs to him; partly, becauſe 
he ſaw you in ſuch a ſtate of irritation and diſguſt, as 
gave him no encouragement to continue the conver- 
ſation. Obſerving you to be very angry about ** the 

* abrupt manner of ſhutting up the Meeting in 

* Monkwell-ſtreet,” he calmly interpoſed with his 

uſual prudence, © I could ſay ſomething, Sir, on that 

« Subject; but do not chuſe to ſay it at a hand, 
<« and therefore refer you to Mr. - who will 

I . - « fully 


half an hour before I went 


LETTER With ix 
« fully explain it; upon which you ini to him 


1 with heat, and ſaid, I was not direcking my diſ- 
( courſe particularly to you, Sir.“ 


= : You aſk me, whether 1“ really think that you 
2 | «ought to have been preſent in the afternoon, and 
= cc humbly to have waited till you had known whether 
Mr. Kennedy would be pleaſed to aſk Mr. David- 
WW < ſon to permit you to adminiſter, and whether Mr. 

= < Davidſon would be pleaſed to grant the Permiſ- 
fon?“ Can you, Mr. Toller, afk this in earneſt? 
can you ſeriouſly apprehend, that thoſe gentlemen 
W were capable of ſuffering you to remain in fuch ſuf 
pence? You may think yourſelf witty, and you may 
think yourſelf eloquent, on the occaſion. But upon 
my word, Sir, I believe the world would call it 


ſpleen. | ; 
You proceed to aſk, if *I think your appearing 

« there, while Mr. Davidſon was adminiſtering. 
& (which would have held up in a ſtrong point of 
« view the diſreſpectful treatment you had received) 
& would have at all aſſiſted the devotion of the com · 
* municants?“ I anſwer, that probably many of 
the communicants knew nothing of the offence you 
had taken, and ſuſpected nothing about the neglect 
you ſuppoſed, as many of your. beſt friends partook 
of the ordinance ; and that thoſe of the laſt who did, 
felt in all likelihood, juſt as became them at the table 
of their Saviour. I add, that the few who did not 
attend it would, from their own good principles and 
good affections, have joined with the reſt, had they 


bs been told that you would join: for Jam perſuaded, 
that ſo amiable a deportment in you would have 
made the happieſt impreſſion upon them. 

Fon even ſubmit. to enquire, «whether you had 
wy talked nonſenſe; whether you had ſpoken blaſ- 
_ <S phemy,” when you was employed ſome time be- 
fore in addreſſing the Communicants in Monkwell- 
- rot: How could you think, Sir, of aſking ſuck 
queſtions? What had you ever heard me ſay, or 
ſeen me do, that ſhould incline you to ſuſpect, if you 
really ſuſpected, I entertained fuch ſentiments of you ? 
Is there nothing in this manner of ſtating the matter, 
peeviſh or exceptious? Had I been noted among my 
acquaintances for a zealous diſpoſition, an imperious 
* eonfdudt, or a contemptuous demeanor, I could not 
have greatly wondered at your way of conſtruing my 
late overſight. But furely my worſt enemies will not, 
from my former life, impute to me ſo vile a character. 

© You aſk me yet farther, if I think the ſenſations 
you could not but have felt in ſuch a ſituation would 
have been a ſuitable preparation for ſuch a ſolemnity.” 
1 will anſwer you very honeſtly. I think the ſenſa- 
tions which you did feel would not; but that 
2 was no neceſſity why you ſhould feel, and yet 
leſs why you ſhould cheriſh or entertain, ſuch ſenſa- 
tions as to unfit you for commemorating the death 
and love of Him who ſuffered to obtain the forgive 
neſs. of ſins, and to propagate peace among men. 1 
likewiſe think that you ſhould have embraced with- 
thankfulneſs the opportunity, which Providence then 
. 1 | ꝓte- 
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preſented of teſtifying and cultivating correſpondent 
diſpoſitions ; and that liberality of thought, eleva- 
tion of ſoul; and a noble ſtrain of meekneſs, humi- 
lity, and ſelf-denial would, by precluding or allay- 
ing ſuch painful impreſſions, have qualified you, in 
an eminent degree, for an ordinance fo peculiarly 
calculated to confirm and improve thoſe higheſt at- 
tainments of the man and of the chriſtian, In that 
caſe, Sir, you would have manifeſted true dignitys 
and enjoyed, by the bleſſing of God, much more 
ſatisfaction, than you could poſſibly experience 
your abſence. | 

There doubtleſs - are Arvacionk, in which every 
man is called upon to aſſert himſelf, by maintaining 
with firmneſs what he owes to his Ragan and cha- 
rs bs forfeited, or any e incurred; by 
participating on any occaſion with our fellow — 
in the Lord's ſupper. 

After the firſt time of our joint dilpentation of 
that Sacrament I told you, what was true that it had 
given great pleaſure to tome members whoſe minds 
were ſufficiently concentered to hear but ane of the 
Speakers as: he went round. I told you with equal 
truth after the ſecond time, that many perſons, I ſay, 
Sir, many perſons: found themſelves exceedingly diſ- 
concerted and diflatisfied with the confuſion of voices, 
when we both. ſpoke at once in a ſmall place to 
ſmall audience the firſt occaſion; and not leſs, the 
next, by thoſe alternate addreſſes which appeared to 
87812 E Fe 
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be others ſo agreeable. It was not, Sir, 
what you ſaid that diſpleaſed. You ſaid nothing im- 
proper or unbecoming. You ſaid, what was much 
otherwiſe. It was the mode altogether, that was diſ- 
reliſhed by a conſiderable number of the members. 
The firſt day I ſpoke at the ſame time with you, 
though I did not like the method after I began it. 
The fecond day I ſpoke after you. But to thoſe per- 
ſons, both the one circumſtance and the other were 
extremely diſagreeable. They thought it unuſual : 
they believed it unexampled.: they conſidered as un- 
ſuitable, irregular, and out of place: it divided their 
attention: it diſturbed their devotion: it deprived 
them of their wonted conſolation from that duty. 

I know not your view in aſking, who thoſe perſons 
were? I ſhall not gratify your curioſity. You do not 
wppear:to be in a proper temper, for receiving ſuch 
information... If you doubt my veracity with regard 
to the fact, I deſpiſe the ſuſpicion. If you wiſh to 
int Four reſentment againft any individuals, I pity 
youo:unhappinefs. - Arid if you ſay, that I am now 
warm in my turn, you ſay true. Your letter has of- 
funded me highly and I think juſtly. The opinion 
IL entertained of you, even after all your complaints 
in the veſtry and elſewhere, was ſtill ſuch, as induced 
ind do expect a very different one. That which I 
rute to you deſerved ir, if I may truſt * 
ment of numbers who have ſeen bot. 
To return to our joint adminiſtration of oer 
ſupper F will own that when you began the firſt 
9 . 4 time 


time to addreſs the Communicants before I had ſaid 
a word in going round with the bread, I was ſome- 
what ſurpriſed, as were many others, not having 
looked for it, as I did not underſtand you was then 
to ſpeak. For when you aſked me in the veſtry, 
« whether it would not be proper to ſay ſomething 
« in diſtributing the elements,” I ſincerely profeſs, 
I had not the moſt diſtant idea, that you meant we 
| ſhould both ſpeak together. It certainly formed a 
very uncommon medley, on ſo ſolemn an occaſion. 
Nor will I deny, that I was ſecretly hurt, when 1 


reflected on my interrupting the attention of any, by 


ſpeaking after you had begun. But having remarked 
your extraordinary readineſs at that time, I defired 
you the next to take upon you ſingly the part of 
addreſſing the Communicants, while we carried round 
the elements. You conſented, and you acquitted 


yourſelf well. You then fat _— and 1 finiſned 


the Service. 
Tou aſk, Sir, What muſt the 3 think 
« when after having joined with me in that ſervice, 


you was at once precluded from all future concern 
*in it? What could they think, but that having 


been tried you had been found incapable, or that 
you had done ſamething to render any future con- 
« cern in it improper? To theſe queſtions, which 
perhaps you thought unanſwerable, in the agitation of 
diſappointed importante, I reply, that the people in 


general would, from a favourable impreſſion of us 


both, und bst candid diſpoſition which they have 
„„ © —_—_ 
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always ſhown, think nothing of the matter, but what 
was the real caſe, that {ſuch a mode of adminiſtration 
was found inconvenient, and therefore diſcontinued. 
Their ſelf love being no way- intereſted, they have 
too mueh common ſenſe to ſuppoſe, that any ney 
method which happens to be adopted for reaſons that 
may appear ſatisfactory at the inſtant muſt of neceſ- 
_ :ſity be purſued, without regard to the more en- 
lightened judgement, which may be formed concern- 
ing it after it has been tried. But the fact is, that! 
never did propoſe the mode in queſtion, as what was 
to bo continued; and when you affirm © I propoſed 
it to you not as what was to be temporary but 
< conſtant,” I abſolutely. deny it, and ſay 1 you 
miſtook: me in this as in all the reſt. f 
To make ſuch a propoſal would have bn pre- 
ume even though many had not objected to 
our ſpeaking whether jointly or alternately. The 
plan would have been without a precedent, as it was 
without a reaſon. There could be no reaſon why 
the paſtur of the congregation ſhould ſo far reſign 
chis place rs the aſſiſtant preacher, while he himſelf 
was preſent, and judged to be not incapable of fil- 
ling it. While this is the caſe, be aſſured, Sir, that 
he will not. To expect it; after fourteen-years paſt 
n the performance of that ſervice: with ſome appro- 
wation, were? neither very modeſt, nor very juſt. 
The honour; conferred on me by the ſociety in Monk 
well. ſtreet, I know how to value; and while I have 
the en — 2 with ſuch - a ſociety, 
Fra; „ poſh 
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You talk of being, " ſpeedily, Peers and 
« authoritatively diſmiſſed” by my letter; which I 
obſerve, by the way, you have thought fit to give in 
your's, without the Civilities of the beginning and the 


concluſion ; the ſame civilities which I had habitually 
_ expreſſed towards you on former occaſions, and from 


which there was nothing in my heart, on that, to in- 


cline me to depart. I there told you, with unſuſpect- 
ing ſimplicity, the reſolution I had formed, and gave 
my reaſons for it in the general. I certainly did 


think I had a right to form that reſolution, without 


conſulting you. It was my affair, as the paſtor of 


the congregation. I had conſidered it at leiſure. I 
meant no affront, as I afterwards aſſured you; and [ 


was, indeed, ſo ignorant of the ſtate of your feelings, 
that J had no apprehenſion it would be taken as one. 
1 had long been ſtudying human nature, with ſome 


attention; but had not penetrated into the inſide of 


your character far enough to diſcover, that there was 
probably a ſecret ſore, which had been of pretty long 


continuance, and which ſeemed only to wait for a. 


— 


My reaſons for determining to alter the method of 


adminiſtration, J ſhould certainly have expreſſed at 
greater length, had 1 been poſſeſſed of deeper in- 


ſight, And I might have uſed more ſilken language. 


The language which I did uſe nakedly fignified to 
ray" own mind it's — and purpoſe at the in- 


| inſtant 


rener 
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inſtant of writing, innocently ſuggeſted as they were 
by the conſiderations I have now explained. I meant, 
and I ſaid, nothing uncivil. But the whole was miſ- 
underſtood. Unhappily for ſome minds, they have a 
propenſity to put the worſt conſtruction inſtead of 

the beſt; and he, who ſhould labour with much 
ſolicitude to pleaſe your men of punctilio, would 
ſubje& himſelf to a ſervitude alike abject and hope- 
leſs; he would give up his „ and his 
quiet togerher. 
Tou bring in, by 1 know not what connexion, 
ſomething about *« laviſh principles.” For my ſhare 
I deteſt them; and I wiſh to deprive no man of his 
freedom, -as I reſolve that no man ſhall rob me of 
mine. Tou, Sir, and I, are Britons and Proteſtants; - 
and we will « ftand faſt in the liberty wherewith 
« Chriſt and God have made us free.” 


To reſume once more an article W [ have _ 8 


compelled to mention ſo often. Before I laſt admi- 
niſtered the ſacrament, I communicated to Mr. Tate, 
and Mr. Randall, two of our Deacons and Friends, 

who have always had a ſincere reſpect for you, Sir, 
my deſign of adopting a method different from what 
had been practiſed either of the two former times. 

On laying it before them they moſt readily expreſſed 
their approbation, without ' ſignifying the leaſt ſuſ- 
Picion of it's offending you or any perſon upon your 
account. They agreed to give their aſſiſtance by 
turns, without the ſhadow of an abjection. They 


end and chen believed that L dd. over 
| When 
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When you ſay that © che tranſaction of ſhutting 
« up the meeting in Monkwell-ſtreet, carried on the 
face of it great incivility to the Morning, Audi- Y 
« tory,” you really amaze me.“ Did not youknow, 
Sir, that, if a few individuals are excepted; and I 
have been aſſured they are but few, the Morning 
Auditory conſtituted a very conſiderable part of the 
Congregation which attends in the afternoon, and 
to which the intimation was publickly made? Or 
do you wiſh to conſider them, and to have them con- 
ſidered by others, as ſeparate Societies? Or tell me, 
Sir, do you wiſn them to believe, that they have 
been at: laſt. flighted by their Miniſter and their 
Friend, who had been Gy happy in their n_ 
and affeRion?: 84812 | 
If ſome amongſt them hon I 4 refoet, as | 
do the reſt, ſhould chance to hear ſuggeſtions, of this 
| fort, artfully, thrown out, and frequently repeated. 
and if their alarm at a ſuppoſed intentional neglect 
of you ſhould be aſſiduouſly kept up, till they were 
by degrees alienated from the object of your high 
diſpleaſure, to whoſe influence, I beſeech * would 
ſuch an evrnt be naturally imputed? "The? 
Tou hint, Sir, at your having felt a con- 
e cern, when ſuch ſteps have been taken as tended 
to form partles, and diviſions among ua.“ What 
ſteps do you mean? -Lreally-am ignorant of them. 
Do you reckonantheir number the very handſome 
publick token of friendſnip which I lately; received 
from the young Men, and young Women of the 
Society, 
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Society, and of which I knew nothing till the mo- 
ment that it met my eyes in the deſk? That any 
party or diviſion had been formed by it, or was 


Ukxely to be formed, I never heard the moſt remote 


ſuſpicion. I was ſorry indeed to be told, that you 
declined making uſe of the the Bible to which I refer, 
and which was ordered to be left in ** Deſk for you 
io ay with me. 

Lou inform me, that you have of las offered 
many-a- ſacrifice on the altar of Peace. To what 
ſacrifices you point, -I do not know: You will not, 
I think, ſay that your letter to me is one of them. 
Lou give me to underſtand, that beſide the diſ- 
approbation of my conduct expreſſed by many of 
the Society, the public converſation upon that Sub- 
x& among the Diſſenters, has not turned to my 
advantage.“ I will only reply, that both for one 
and the other I have all the regards which I ought 
do feel; that if I were conſcious of having intended 
to do any thing wilfully or knowingly inconſiſtent 
with thoſe regards, I ſhould condemn myſelf as deeply 
as any of them could condemn me; and that I will 
always endeavour to behave in ſuch a manner as ſhall 
convince them that whatever temporary errours may 
be committed by inadvertency, à weakneſs from 
which I never pretended to be free, Jam in truth 
ambitious to merit their eſteem by the tenor of a life 
becoming my profeſſion. To ſuch a life under Pro- 
vidente I-will chearfully truſt for ſecuring ſooner or 
later: 35 of the beſt judges... In the mean 
N77 \ time, 
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time I have no fort of doubt, that when cir- 
cumſtances are fully known, and parties fairly heard, 

a large ſhare of the diſpleaſure you repreſent me to 
have incurred will fall to the ground, whatever di- 
ligence has been uſed, or — * be uſed to raiſe or 


ſupport it. 


I will take the liberty to ſubjoin what you, Sir, 


ſeem not to know, that I have received from God a 
Spirit which, ſo long as I am enabled to preſerve my 
integrity, is not eaſily to be intimidated or overborn; 
which would not willingly offend or deſignedly neglect 
any good man, not even the meaneſt ; but which if 
puſhed too far by any petulant man, be who he will, 
vould only acquire new vigour, riſe to ſuperior for- 
titude, and look down with honeſt diſdain upon ſuch 
attempts, while it beheld their author Ws com- 
paſſion and forgiveneſs. 
When I look back on the enormous length of this 
letter, after the very long one I wrote before, I am 


ftruck with a kind of horrour, and cannot but la- 


ment the neceſſity I conceived myſelf brought under 
by you of following a ſecond time ſo irkſome a ſub- 


ject through ſo many windings. I bleſs God I ne- 


ver was entangled in ſuch a debate before, Here I 
will drop it, with a determination to reſume it no 
more, unleſs the moſt judicious among my friends 
ſhould adviſe the contrary, which I hope they will 
not do, I am ſure I know how to employ my time 
with more ſatisfaction and advantage; and I make 
you welcome to whatever triumph you ſhall now 
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think you have gained. But I doubt you have loſt 
the opportunity of obtaining a better victory, I 
mean a victory over yourſelf, by accepting grace- 
fully, and with good humour, the conceſſions I had 
made in my former letter, inſtead of fighting the 
ground all over again with a heat and obſtinacy, 
that will not perhaps be found to add much to the 
reputation either of your judgement or of your tem- 

Then indeed you would have done honour to 
both, and this moſt undeſireable diſpute having been 
happily ended, the preſent trouble would have been 
ſaved to you as well as me. 
Mrs. Fordyce, who is much better for her jour- 
ney, joins with me in wiſhing you, Mrs. Toller, and 
the children health and happineſs ; and I am, with 
due * 


Reverend Sir, 


©. Your moſt obedient Servant, 


7 5 Heath, | | | | 
7; James Fordyce, 


P. 8. You would have received this letter much 
fooner, but for avocations which J could not pre- 
vent. 
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P. S. On reviewing your letter, I cannot diſcover 
your meaning in the following ſentence : © It ſeemed 
« ſurpriſing that (if you had formed the reſolution 
of ſhutting up the place only on the Saturday) 


« you could not in the beginning of auguſt by 


« ſome means or other have acquainted me with 


the reſolution in which I was equally intereſted 


* with yourſelf time enough to have given notice 
« of it in the morning, as the morning ſervice be- 
<« gins ſo late as a quarter of an hour before Ele- 
« yen.” The intimation, Sir, was given by me 
about the middle of auguſt, the very day after 
1 thought of the plan, and half an hour after 1 
propoſed it to Mr. and but an hour and 
2 half after I left Mrs. F ordyce ul in bed, But I 
am ſick of the Subjeck.“ | | 


Notice of ſhutting up the Meeting was given on the ſecond, 


- abbathin Auguſt. —Mr. Toller meant, that as the days were long 
at that ſeaſon of the year, Dr. Fordyce might eaſily have come, 
ar have ſent, to Town before eleven o Clock in the morning. 


Mr. TOLLER's ANs WER 
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REVEREND SIR, 


T length I have gone through your laſt fa- | 
vour. As I proceeded I could not but la- 


ment, out of concern for your reputation, that it was 


written in ſo ill a temper. You ſeem much hurt by 
the few plain facts your conduct compelled me to 
lay before you. *Tis pity you ſhould have brought 
yourſelf into a fituation, in which the face of Truth 
ſhould ſo grievouſly offend. 

My religion does not allow me to return railing 
for railing; nor does my diſpoſition incline me to it. 
I fee] myſelf ſuperior to low, illiberal, invective.— 
The accepting ſuch an auxiliary betrays a conſcioul- 

neſs of a bad cauſe. 
From the charge, Sir, with which you fo briſkly 
attacked me in your former letter, any one would 
have inferred that I had ſpoken of you in the moſt | 
reproachful language, either directly mentioning 
your name, or hinting at you ſo plainly, as not eaſily 


| A * 
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to be miſunderſtaod, — But, in truth, I made uſe. 
of no reproachful language: I did not at all mention 
your name: I did not even hint at you. I told you 
did not. This you are pleaſed to term“ an un- 
« worthy ſubterfuge, a quirk, an equivocation,” — 
What I ſaid was, that the ſhutting up the Mecting 
ſo ſuddenly, and without my knowledge, was treat- 
ing me very diſreſpectfully. Mr. Kennedy anſwered, 
<« | am not to be blamed; I could have no hand in 
ce it being at the time ſo many miles from home; 
(ſo little did he then appear to apprehend that I 
pointed at you:) I replied © I do not take upon me 
« tg ſay whois to be blamed, 'tis the fac of which 
« T complain.” That this is a true repreſentation 
of what paſſed (as to ſubſtance, if not as to the very 
wards) I can produce the moſt authentic Teſtimony 
I mean the Teſtimony of a Gentleman, who, with- 
gut a compliment, is not a whit behind your pru- 
dent friend in any amiable and worthy quality. 
Now, would not a byſtander be ſurprized, that 
you ſhould ſo eagerly catch at what [ ſaid on that oc- 
caſion as a reaſon for giving looſe to your angry pen? 
That yon ſhould repreſent meas complaining of you 
heavily ; as vehemently charging you with rudeneſs ; 
and reproaching you when you were not preſent to 
plead your own cauſe? I cannot account for your 
conduct in this inſtance, unleſs you judged it po- 
litick to bring ſome charge againſt me to divert 
the attention from the n incivilities 1 _ re· 
Feived h 2 
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The language of your firſt letter I thought harſh 


and magiſterial. Ithought it bore the evident marks 


of a letter written purpoſely to offend. Under that 
idea F complained of it to you in the veſtry after the 
evening ſervice. You affured me, after ſome con- 
verſation on the ſubject, that you had no ſuch in- 
tention, by any expreflions in it: I was ſatisfied that 
you had not: your word preponderated in my mind 
the internal evidence of the letter. And as you affured 
me you had no fuch intention by the language you 
made ufe of, I was forry I had apprehended you had; 
for I would not willingly entertain, for a moment, 


2 falſe ſuſpicion of any man. Dr. Hunter then com- 


ing in to preach the Lecture interrupted our conver. | 


: fation, and I went my way. 


+ But, Sir, becauſe the letter was not purpoſely ex- 
preſſed in diſreſpectful language, was not your ſudden 
and peremptory diſmiffion of me from any future con- 
cern with you in the adminiſtration of the Lord's Sup- 
per, after I had engaged in it at your particular re- 


queſt, very difreſpectful treatment? Did it not tend 


(as I ſuggeſted in my former letter) to make an unfa- 
vourable impreſſion of me on the ſociety and on the 
public ? And did not your engaging Mr. Davidſon, a 


few days after, to adminifter for you, tend to fix that 


impreſſion ? Was not this latter conduct greatly ag- 
gravated by the former? and ought I not to have 
mentioned them in their connection, when I was 


pointing out to you the ill uſage I had met with? 


You intimate that the people belonging to the So- 


cicty would have taken on notice of theſe facts, if I 
had 
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had not. Sir, you are greatly miſtaken : The people 
are not ſo unobſervant of what paſſes as you may 
ſuppoſe, nor ſo totally indifferent to my character 
and comfort. Not a few of chem (I ſpeak from my 
own perſonal knowledge) not a few of them, are per- 
ſons of friendly and generous feelings, who abhor all 
kinds of oppreſſion, and. who are ready to ſtand up 
in ſupport of the injured, — Enquiries were put to 
me, why I did not join with you in adminiſtering the 
Lord's ſupper as I had done? and why I did not ad- 
miniſter when you were abſent ? Ought I to have 
made no reply to theſe enquiries ? If I had not, might 
it not have been ſuſpected, that there was a latent 
reaſon of which I was aſhamed to ſpeak? And if 
I did make a reply, could I make any other than the 
truth? What could I reply to the firſt, but that you 
had ſent me a letter of prohibition ? or to the laſt, 
but that you had not aſked me to adminiſter ? — 
'Tis impoſlible, to diſpute, with any appearance of 
argument, that the viſible tendency of your conduct 
was to do me an injury; and that it was in «:/eff 
very diſreſpectful. Admitting your plea, that you 
had no intention to offend; yet nothing can be plain- 
er than that you had no intention not to offend: you 
muſt have been entirely indifferent (to ſay the leaſt) 
how I might be affected by any of your meaſures, or 
you could not have acted towards me in the manner 
you have acted. And of this indifference (connect- 
ed as we are) permit me to ſay, Sir, 1 had reaſon to 
complain; krting alide intentional incivility, which 


ſeemed 
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ſeemed che cel language of that ſeries of con- 
duct which hath been related. 
I apprehend few would conſider your former er 
ter as a conciliatory one. In that letter you ground- 
leſsly charge me with reproaching you when you 
were not preſent to plead your own cauſe; with act- 
ing inconſiſtent with my character as a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel of Peace; with tranſgreſſing an expreſs 
rule of Chriſtianity, and ſlighting the moſt ſolemn of 
it's Inſtitutions. Was this likely to conciliate ? Was 
this making any reparation for paſt injuries ? Was 
it not adding injury to injury ?— And the language 
of your laſt letter was, if poſſible, leſs adapted to 
healing purpoſes. — Proud, paſſionate, petulant, 
<« peeviſh,” are epithets which have nothing ſilkenꝰ 
in them. They are indeed unfit for © your men of 
* punctilio.“ They are unworthy the mouth or the 
pen of a Chriſtian, or of a — when ſpeak - 
ing, or writing to another. 

Lou abſolutlely deny that you propoſed the ſecond 
mode of adminiſtering the Lord's ſupper not as what 
was to be temporary but conſtant. Let me aſk, Sir, 
did you propoſe it to me for that time only, or for 
any given time? Did you not propoſe that, for the 
future, we ſhould ſpeak alternately in diſtributing the 
elements, and that in their diſtribution we ſhould 
each of us go one ſacramental ſabbath on one ſide 
of the Meeting, and the next on the other? I ſub- 
mit it to any unprejudiced perſon, whether this had 


the lau — of a 8 meaſure ? and 
whe- 
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whether I did not naturally apprehend that you meant 


it for a continuance? Had you given me the leaſt 
intimation that you intended to try experiments in that 
ſolemnity, I molt certainly ſhould have begged to 
have been excuſed, 


| reminded you in my laſt, that, when you came 
into the veſtry after our joint adminiſtration, you 
ſpoke with approbation of the manner in which the 
ſervice had been conducted. This is a fact which 
you have not, and which, I preſume, you never will 
deny. What then muſt have been my aſtoniſhment 
when I read in your laſt letter the following paſſages? 
« The firſt day I ſpoke at the ſame time with you, 
„ though I did not like the method after I began 
W ſincerely profeſs, I had not the moſt 
« diſtant idea, that you meant we ſhould both ſpeak 
together. It certainly formed a very uncommon 
* medley, on ſo ſolemn' an occaſion. Nor will 1 
« deny, that 1 was ſecretly hurt, when reflected 
« on my interrupting the attention of any, by ſpeak- 
ing after you had begun.” How, Sir, will you 
reconcile theſe paſſages with the fact juſt mentioned? 
But — I feel compaſſion, and I forbear. 


As an attempt to render a man cautious not to 
give unneceſſary offence, ** who is not of a cautious 
« character,” and to render him attentive to the eſ- 
ſentials of good breeding, though he has not 
« ſtudied the forms of behaviour with much anx- 
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46 zety,” 0 an act of real friendſhip, I ſtill ſub- 


ſcribe myſelf, 
Reverend Sir, 
Your affectionate F 1 
and 3 Servant, 


„ Tho. Toller. 
INington, Oct. 5th, 1774. 


P. S. Since [ wrote the hw I have ſeen Mr, 
, Who told me that he had had ſome con- 
verſation with you, and mentioned the purport of 
it. When I am convinced that I have, in any re- 
ſpect, behaved improperly towards you, I ſhall be 
very ready to acknowledge it. But I am the injured 
man, and you cannot but know from whom con- 


Pome ought to come, 


Dr. 


= 


Dr. FO R D Y & 2 
THIRD LETTER 


To. Mr. TOLL BM 


Putney Heath, O#. 8, 1774. 
REVEREND SIR, 


UT of gratitude for the compaſſion ſo ten- 
derly diſplayed in your laſt letter, which 
came to hand yeſterday, I will not trouble you with 
a particular anſwer to it. Your powers of ſentiment, 
wit, and reaſoning appear, indeed, ſo prodigious, 
that for me to purſue the Subject any farther, would 
doubtleſs be the groſſeſt preſumption. The attempt, 
alas, might for ever ruin that reputation, for which 
you ſo ſincerely profeſs a concern. To miſinterpret 
words to miſconſtrue facts, to repeat quibbles and 
evaſions, to paſs over in total ſilence remarks too 
Juſt to be anſwered, and arguments too ſtrong to be 
confuted, and to call the natural dictates of a be- 
coming warmth and an honeſt diſpleaſure, © railing, 
and low illiberal invective, unworthy the mouth, 
« or the pen of a gentleman, or of a chriſtian ;” 
all this, Sir, demonſtrates ſuch aſtoniſhing ability, 
En": be that 
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that nothing is left for me but to bow my head with 
' admiration and awe. Beſides, were I after all this 
ſo daring as to continue the debate, your talents in 
replying would ſhine out with ſuch encreaſing ſplen- 
dour, and draw upon you ſuch extraordinary ap- 


pulauſe, as might ptove 180 dangerous a ſnare even 


to your modeſty. 

Ir is true, indeed, that many perſons of candour, 
and piety, who have ſeen the preceeding letters, have 
very readily declared their opinion, that your laſt 
was full of gall, that mine neither ſnewed ill temper 
nor contained ill language, and that you ought to 
have accepted the conceſſions which I made in my 


flirſt ; nor have J met with one individual, who has 


ſignified a different opinion. I too was ſimple enough 
to think in the ſame manner. I even went ſo far, as 
to fancy, that your forgiving the man who had ſo 
freely confeſſed inadvertency, repeatedly expreſſed 
regret, and ſolemnly diſavowed intentional neglect, 
would inſtead of diminiſhing have added to your 
dignity; and that he who is extremely apprehenſive 
of being flighted or undervalued betrays a ſecret 
feeling of ſome deficiency in his claim to that reſpect, 


which he, who inwardly knows that he delerves it, 


is ſeldom very forward or impatient to challenge. 
In ſhort, Sir, my edition of the Bible, which you 
have declined to. uſe, confirmed me in the perſuaſion, 
that humility is the road to honour, and that to err 
is Human, but to forgive Divine. 


I am 
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] am ſtill troubled, when I reflect on the immode- 
rate length of my laſt letter. But the real truth 1s, that 
I was willing once for all to diſcuſs, as fully and mi- 
nutely as poſſible, ſo diſagreeable a queſtion ; partly 
that I might not be obliged to return to it again; and 
partly that I might give myſelf more chances of indu- 
cing you to accept my firſt conceſſions. Not having 
been able to accompliſh this laſt point, ſo earneſtly de- 
fired by me, and by many good people, I muſt now 
leave the whole to more time, more coolneſs, and the 
gradual operation of thoſe ſacred principles which 
you have long preached and recommended. 

In the mean while I derive much ſatisfaction from 
the conſciouſneſs, that I have made, and been thought 
by a number of the beſt judges to make, every ac- 
knowledgment which became me; and that where 
the intercourſes of friendſhip are unhappily pre- 
cluded, the ſentiments of benevolence may ſtill be 
_ entertained, I recollect too with pleaſure that we 
may learn very uſeful leſſons from our enemies, 
whether they openly avow their hoſtility, or try to 
conceal it under the © ſilken” title of our * affec- 
„ tionate friends.” TI promiſe you, Sir, that I will 
for the future endeavour, even though I ſhould be 
harraſſed by the tendereſt anxiety about the deareſt 
concerns, to be more cautious when I have to do with 
any man of whoſe diſpoſition “ to think no evil, 
but to believe all things, and hope all things” I 
have not ſome tolerable evidence. And yet having 
been often deceived on the charitable ſide. I ſhall 

nog 
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not be ſurpriſed if I am often deceived again. Nei- 
ther ſhall I in that caſe be deeply mortified. I am 
ſure it is both nobler and happier to fall into twenty 
generous miſtakes, than to harbour one unjuſt ſuſpi- 
cion. I remain with due reſpect, and much good 
will, | 0 . 
IL R. S. 


Your moſt obedient Servant, 


James Fordyce. 


| P. S. The Gentleman to whom you refer, when 
- you mention Mr. Kennedy, 1 have ever loved and 
eſteemed as heartily as you can do, and ever ſhall, 
though he ſhould be perſuaded to alter his opinion 
of me. The worthieſt men may be miſled in ſome 
of their opinions, about perſons and things. But their 
leading principles will always be the ſame. I cannot 
leave off, till I have ſaid, that I wiſhed very much 
to ſee you at the Sacrament laſt Sunday. Your 
attendance would have manifeſted a truly chriſ- 
tian ſpirit; and to partake that ordinance with you 
at this time would have given me particular plea- 
| ſure | 5 
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NOR moſt judicious Friends,” it ſeems, have 


adviſed you to write another Letter. I do 
not call it an anſwer, becauſe it anſwers nothing. I am 
at a loſs to know, how you could come at their ad- 
vice in ſo ſhort a time, or how you could learn the 


| ſentiments of many perſons of candour, ſenſe, and 


piety concerning my laſt ; as you received it at Put- 
ney heath on Friday, about noon, and wrote yohr's 
there on Saturday. Have you a ſtanding Com- 


mittee at Putney Heath, conſiſting of . the moſt 


« judicious among your friends,” and © of many 


8 perſons of candour, ſenſe, and piety?” — Had 


you acted by the advice of the truly judicious, can- 
did, ſenfible, and pious, this interchange of letters 
would have been prevented. | 

To ſucceed in the ſtyle of Irony, at which you 


made ſome effort, a man muſt be at eaſe and in good 


6 hu- 
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humour. You betrayed, under the ſhow of plea- 
ſantry, internal pain. I would not willingly give 
you a moment's unneceſſary uneaſineſs. My nature 
is abhorrent to cruelty, What you have felt on this 
occaſion cannot juſtly be laid to my charge, but to 
your own. 

By a multiplicity of nt and a variety of i in- 
volved, long-winded ſentences (not at all pertinent 
to the Subject) you have kept the points in queſtion | 
almoſt entirely out of view. I will therefore ſtate 
them, as fairly and briefly as I can, for the informa- 
tion of thoſe who may give themſelves the trouble 
to read this correſpondence, which, I am informed, 
you continue to depoſite for inſpection at your pru- 
dent Friend's. It were vain to hope that the 
plaineſt truths ſhould gain admittance into your 
mind, at leaſt till the tumult of your paſſions is ſub- 
ſided. 

When you opened the correſpondence, you charged 
me with reproaching you when you were abſent; 
with acting inconſiſtent with my miniſterial charac- 
ter; and with tranſgreſſing an expreſs rule of the 
Goſpel. — Theſe. charges were grounded on my 
ſaying, that ſhutting up the meeting ſo ſuddenly, 
and without my knowledge, was treating me very 
diſreſpectfully; though at the very time I expreſsly 
diſavowed any intention to fix the blame of the mea- 
ſure upon any one. —— Theſe charges have been re- 


iterated: and your argument is (if it may be called 
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an argument) that you did the fact, and therefore 
by complaining of the fact I reproached you. 
Did you do it officially ? — © My edition of the 
Bible“ does not teach me that it belongs to your 
office to order and dire} the repairs of a place ap- 
propriated for Chriſtian worſhip, or any other the 
mere temporalities of a Chriſtian ſociety. By taking 
upon you to direct in this buſineſs you ſtept beyond 
the line of your duty. In every well regulated 
Chriſtian ſaciety, proper perſons are appointed for 
the management of it's temporal eoncerns.— And as 
it was not done by you officially, ſo neither had you 
avowed to me ar to the public that it was done by you. 
How then was my complaining of the fact reproach- 
ing of you? Why, © I had been informed from 
* indubitable authority that the fact was done by 
% you.“ This inderd is your aſſertion; but bare 
aſſertion will not now do for me: I call upon you, 
Sir, for the proof. — However, to give your argu- 
ment (ſuch as it is) it's utmoſt extent, let it be ad- 
mitted, for a moment, that 1 was perſuaded in my 
own mind that the fact was done by you, or that J 
had received private information that it was; yet [ 
will maint ain. chat, as it was not done * you of ialy, 


TEES 


1 could not, wow any propriety, in any. notice I 
might take of it, have ſuppoſed, er have been un- 

derſtood to ſuppoſe, you to be it's author. Your 
charges againſt me are totally unſupported ; nor 
would they ever have been thought of, had it not 
_ to anſwer a particular Purpeſ: 3 and yet theſe 
| * : charges 
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charges (which implied ſo much criminality) were 
urged upon me in that very letter, which you, and 
your prudent Friend, have repreſented as ſo mild, fo 

conciliating, and ſo ſubmiſſive; and a humble ac- 
aquieſcence in which © would have added ſo much to 
< the reputation of my judgment, and temper.” — 
And theſe charges are ſtill urged. 

You plead, in excuſe for ſhutting up the Meeting 
ſo abruptly and without my knowledge, that you 
ec had not time to conſult me or any other of our 
<« friends, having been able to get to town only in 
« the Morning. That you had left Mrs. For- 
« dyce that very day in deep diſtreſs” (which you 
afterwards explain by being ill in bed) - at Putney 
« Heath, from which you ozly got to town time 
enough to wait on Mr. - half an hour be- 
&« fore you went to Monkwell Street,” this is, half 
an hour before three. If Mrs. Fordyce was fo 
very ill, that you could not leave her fo as to be in 
town time enough for morning worſhip, how was it 
that you were then purſuing a plan of ſetting out with 
her the next day-or the day after, a journey of four 
or ve Hundred miles ? — Your other plea is,“ That 
“ Mrs. Ferdyce's diſtreſs ſo engroſſed, and affected 
« your mind that you were very little capable of at- 
< tention'to other conſiderations. How came you 
then to be ſo conſiderate as ro ſecure a ſupply in the 
event (as you expreſs, it) of your not returning by 

the firſt ſabbath in September? which event, by your 
own account was not likely to happen. In this in- 


ſtance ** ou were very artentive and provident. * | 
Jou 
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« You applied to Mr. who lived on ſo inti- 
* mate, and friendly a footing with me (to inſpect 
the repairs of the place) believing yourſelf the 
« more ſafe from that circumſtance” —— How 
the more ſafe? Does not this imply a conſciouſneſs. 
that the meaſure you were taking was diſreſpectful to 
me? And yet you would not concern yourſelf to 
obviate the diſreſpect, which you might eaſily have 
done, by coming or ſending to Town in the morn- 
ing. Such, Sir, are your excuſes in your letter of 
boaſted conceſſions ! Not a ſingle. ſyllable is there 
| faid that you were ſorry for the incivility, and that 
you hoped I would excuſe it.— 

Your deſiring Mr. Davidſon to adminiſter the 
Lord's Supper (conſidering what had preceded) 
had very much the aſpect of an intentional affront. 
This however you diſavow, and attribute it partly 
to a forgetfulneſs of me, through inattention and 
hurry, and partly to a ſuppoſition that I too might 
be from home; which parts do not ſtrike my ear as 
in perfect uniſon. But, waving this, why did you 
ſuppoſe 1 might be from home? Was it not more 
likely that I ſhould be at home, as the place was 
to be opened on that day? Or, if you ſuppoſed 
it, why did you not engage Mr. Davidſon condi- 
„ tionally ? You have ſaid, you were willing to 
« make the matter ſure in the event of your not 
being able to return before the firſt ſabbath in 
« September.” Would the matter have been leſs 
ſure if my abſence too had been a part of the con- 


dition: In truth, 0; theſe pretexts are ſo frivo- 
lous? 


56 DE TT ES VI. 


lous, not to ſay, ſo contradiftory, that had not 
you, and your prudent Friend, affected to lay ſuch 
mighty ſtreſs upon them, I- ſhould entirely have 
paſſed them over as beneath the ſmalleſt notice. 


Your requeſting me to join with you in admini- 


ſtering the Lord's ſupper (which you meant for a 
continuance if you meant any thing) and when I had 


complied, turning me off, in the manner you did, was 


both rude and unjuſt. — Your letter, on that oc- 
caſion, was as groſsly inſulting as could be written; 
and that, with the others I have received, will re- 


main a monument, while your name will remain, of 
the imperiouſneſs of your temper, and of the illi 


berality of your pen. 
When you alluded to thoſe parts of Saint Paul's 


- noble deſcription of charity, tc That it thinketh no 


<& evil, but believeth all things” (which ſurely do 
not oblige us to believe contrary to the cleareſt con- 
viction, which were impoſſible) how was it that you 
forgot other excellent properties of it? Such as, 


ce Tt vaunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not 


As an affectionate 


< behave itſelf unſeemly.“ 


Friend, Sir, I recommend zbeſe, as well as it's other 


excellencies, to your molt ſerious conſideration. 


A Stranger would ſuppoſe, from reading your 


letters, that I had ſolicited to join with you in the 
diſtribution of the elements in the Lord's ſupper; 
, whereas I again repeat, that i it was at your own de- 
fre that J joined with you. And if, by this deſire, 


you ſurrendered any Part of your paſtoral preroga- 
tien 


' 
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tives, it was a voluntary furrender : and when you 
had ſurrendered it, you could not reſume it, upon 
the principles of juſtice, and the grand ſocial maxim 
of the Goſpel, of doing as you would be done by, 
(which indeed you ſeem entirely to have forgotten 
in your treatment of me) without my conſent: and 
that conſent, if you had aſked in a friendly way, you 
would have found no difficulty to-gbtain. You in- 
fiſt, that you had a right to form the reſolution (of 
turning me off) without *conſulring me; and that it 
was your affair as Paſtor of the Congregation, . But 
when you had asked me to join in that ſervice, and 
I had conſented, the affair you. ſpeak uf vas jy af- 
fair as well as your's, and you had no 2 to form 
the reſolution without conſulting ne. | 

You are miſtaken, Sir, in ſaying that our joint 
adminiſtration was without a precedent. You ſhould 
be - ſure of your facts before you aſſert ſo roundly. 
Such as are acquainted with the Diſſenters know, 
that it hath been practiſed in other places, and in this 
City, where the Miniſters were ! 1 ous 
ſituation as we are. 15 

You hold up the ſuperiority of your office 10 an 
air of inſult. Saint Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy, and 
Titus would teach you, that the Spirit you diſcoyer 
is not very congenial with your office. As the morn- 
ing Preacher at Monkwell Street, I ſtand, Sir, on 
the ſame ground with you, 1 mean the Election of 
thepeople. I am not your dependant, and I never 
will. I am happy in the affection and eſteem of 


the greater * of thoſe of our Society way _have 


— 


„ r 1 x iv 


been educated in Diſſenting principles, or who have 
long profeſſed them, and who are moſt regular, and 
conſtant in their attendance. 1 have wiſhed, and 

« endeavoured, by the ſerious preaching of evangelical 
Truth, to promote their ſpiritual edification and com- 
fort, and I hope not wholly without ſucceſs. 1 
have perceived, with pleafure, the ſymptoms of an 
increaſing regard. —I hope, mee theſe e | 
have not offended you. 

Though you had taken no notice of any STOR 
part of my laſt letter, you certainly ſhould have 
made ſome reply to the laſt paragraph but one, as 
it called upon you for an explanation in a matter 
of importance. 1 have repeatedly ſaid, and now ſay 
again, and am, if called upon, ready to aver in 
the moſt ſolemn mannner, that, when you came into 
the veſtry 'immediately after our firſt joint admini- 
ſtration- of 'the Lord's ſupper, you ſpoke with ap- 
probation of the manner in which it had been con- 
ducted. In one of your letters you have the fol- 
lowing paſſages which I again tranſcribe, + The 

e firſt day, I ſpoke at the ſame time with you, 
4 though I did not like the method after I began it.” 
*I ſincerely profeſs, I had not the moſt diſtant Idea 
« that you meant we ſhould both ſpeak together. 
« It certainly formed a very uncommon medley, on 
« ſo ſolemn an occaſion. Nor will I deny, that 1 
< was ſecretly hurt when I reflected on my inter- 
« rupting the attention of any, by ſpeaking after 
« you had begun.” I again, Sir, call upon you 


eme theſe paſſages with the above fact. I 
have 


— 
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1 a right, not only as theſe paſſages are in a letter 


addreſſed to me, but as a Member of the Church, to 
call upon you for an explanation. 


As the affair of the Bible has no immediate con- - 


a with the matters between us, I ſhould take 
no notice of it (having omitted ſeveral other things 
for the ſame reaſon) did it not ſeem your favourite 
topic. I remember well, that the Bible was in the 
veſtry one morning when I came thither. I was there 


told, that you had long been looking out for ſuch a 


Bible, and that you had bought it for a preaching 
Bible; and (as I have been informed) you uſed it as 


ſuch. By and by this Bible diſappeared, and a per- 


ſon went about to ſolicit ſubſcriptions for it. Some 
who ſubſcribed to it were. about the age of fifty, 


who could not, without a ſtrong figure, be ranked 


among the young, The Bible again appearing new 
bound, and with a pompous Inſcription upon it, 
you, from the pulpit, thanked the young men, and 


young women (if my information be true) for their 


very acceptable, unſolicited, generous preſent. 


This, Sir, is a ſhort hiſtory of the very handſome _ 


public token of friendſhip which you lately re- 


« ceived from the young Men and young Women 


< of the Society, and of which you knew nothing 
* till it met your eye in the Deſk. I ſuppoſe, if 
you mean that you had never ſeen the Bible till 
then, you forgot that the Deſk was not made when 
the Bible was firſt brought to the Meeting. As it 


appeared from the inſeription on the Bible, that it 


was your excluſiye property, as you had rot offered 


me 


. 
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me the uf of it, and 4s there was another on which 
| there was an inferiprion, ſignifying, that it belonged 
to Monkwell ſtreet Chapel, I told the Pew-opener to 


CAC i Tour affectionate Friend 
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that on the deſk for my uſe, and not yours. 
And was thert any impropriety in this ?* Had I been 


diſpoſed tõ humble myſelf in the ſenſe in which you 


appear to hive humbled yourſelf, I make no queſ- 
tion, but 1 too ſhould have found it, in the ſenſe i in 
appr you have found, the road to honour. 


digs" Lhave written, operate upon you, as they 
ought to operate, you will hereafter acknowledge, 
what you now ſeem much averſe to ack p ne _ 
1 1 Reverend Sir, e 


„ 


n Tale 


n 


Aſter Dr: Fordyce had a few times uſed his Bible, it was ſent 
to aha new bound. While it was. binding, a reading Deſk was 
made, and and another handſome Bible elegantly bound in Turkey, 
(befides that Which was inſcribed to Dr. F ordyce, and was his own 
Prbperty) was bought and inſcribed for the uſe of Monkwell- 
fireet Chapel. This was the Bible which Mr. Toller uſed, and 


which, irom the Inſcription, it appears it was intended he ſhould 


: uſe, and not Dr..Fordyce's, which he had no right to uſe, and the 


uſe of which was never offered him. If Mr. Toller had acted 


otherwiſe, he would have been guilty of a groſs Impropriety ; 
ani yet this is the very Circurhſtnce which hath been ſtrangely 
perverted to hold. him up ts view? as @ ſour, peeviſh Man, who 


Bad rather uſe an 0d, cerrered, Bible; than read out of the ſame 
enen: one with Dr. Fordyce. 


"An 


S. 1 


If the wholeſome, though perhaps unpalatable, 


AN 


Account of ſome TransacTions 
SUBSEQUENT TO THE 


Preceding CORRESPONDENCE. 


EVERAL : perſons of the Monkwell: 
ſtreet ſociety, being uneaſy at the miſunderſtand- 
ing which had ariſen between Dr. Fordyce and me, 
as having an ill aſpe& in the eye of the world, and as 
likely to injure us in our miniſterial character, went 
to Dr. Fordyce, and told him how much they wiſhed 
that the miſunderſtanding between us might be re- 
moved ; and, with this view, propoſed our meeting, 


with a few friends, coolly to talk over what had 


been the grounds of our difference ; mentioning at 
the ſame time, that I was ready to comply with the 
propoſal. —But Dr. Fordyce refuſed to converſe with 
me at all upon the ſubject; © and when I was not 
bop preſent to plead my own cauſe, complained of 
« me, in a very warm manner, to thoſe worthy 
“ members of our ſociety, whom he knew I had 

long had the pleaſure of numbering among my 
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« friends; and whoſe friendſhip, he could not be 


<« ignorant I was deſirous to preſerve.““ 
Soon after this, I was in company with an intimate 
acquaintance of Dr. Fordyce, who expreſſed his 


concern that miniſters of the goſpel, and eſpecially 


miniſters connected as we were, ſhould not be upan 
good terms with one another. I told him of the 
above propoſal, and authorized him to inform Dr. 
Fordyce, (whom he ſaid he ſhould ſee that evening) 
that I was ſtill ready to aſſent to it. Or, if Dr. For- 
dyce had rather, that he ſhould nominate two mi- 
niſters of this city, and I would nominate two others, 
to whom our differences might be referred, that they 


might judge between us. — Both theſe propoſals Dr. 
Fordyce abſolutely rejected; adding, that he had 


formed bis opinion, and that he would not give up 
Bis opinion to any man, or to any number of men. 
Since our epiſtolary correſpondence (which cloſed 
the 17th of October laſt) Dr. Fordyce and I have 
met at the houſe of a friend; and ſeveral times in 
the veſtry, before we went to the Lord's Table; at 
which times Dr. Fordyce took me by the hand, 
with apparent friendlineſs, and enquired after my 


health, and that of my family ; to which 1 always 


made a ſuitable return. 
As this had been our ſituation for ſome months 
paſt; as we had not had, ſince the preceding cor- 


reſpondence, any altercation whatever, either by 


* Letter I. page 5. 


word 


: , © 
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word or letter; and as we never had any diſpute 


about money matters, I could not but be ſurprized 
at a letter which was ſent the third of February, by 
Mr. Kennedy to a friend of mine, in which, at the 


deſire of Dr. Fordyce, he informs my friend, and 
deſires him to inform me, that Dr. Fordyce had 


« reſolved, with the approbation of very many of his 
« friends, in future to rely upon ſuch marks of re- 
« gard as the members and ſubſcribers of the Monks 
« well-ſtreet congregation may pleaſe to ſhew him 


s as their paſtor and miniſter, ſeparately and un- 
4 connected with thoſe they ſhall think proper to 


. give to me,” and that ſome bank notes which he | 


had incloſed were to pay me * for the half year 


«* to Chriſtmas 1774, from which time (he adds) 


60 the; joint ſubſcriptions ceaſe.” 


This proceeding of Dr. Fordyce was 0 unpre- 
cedented, and incompatible with the firſt principles 


of proteſtant diſſenters. The members and ſub- 
ſcribers in Monkwell· ſtreet formed one religious ſo- 
ciety, of which Dr. Fordyce and I were joint miniſ- 


ters. He was paſtor and afternoon preacher, and I 
was morning preacher, being at the time I was choſen, 


and afterwards, while my health would permit, paſtor 
of another congregation in this city. I was not ap- 
pointed morning preacher i in Monkwell-ſtreet by Dy. 
Fordyce, I was choſen by the /ociety, (as miniſters of 
diſſenting ſocieties always are) and being choſen by 
the ſociety, my ſalary had hitherto been paid out 
of the colleFive ſubſcriptions of the ſociety; and Dr. 
| Ie „ F Ore 
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Fordyce had #0 right whatever to RESOLVE | ha it 
ſhould be otherwiſe, His pretenſion to any ſuch 


right betrayed either great unacquaintance with the 


principles of the diſſenters, or a determined reſo- 
lution to oppoſe them. But even, if he had a right, 
nothing could Juſtify his. not informing me *till Fe. 
bruary that my ſalary ceaſed laſt Chriſtmas, 

A day or two before the above letter was ſent, Dr. 


Fordyce's friends (without ſummoning the ſociety 
at large) met at the Queen s Arms tavern, in St. 


Paul's church- yard, and the ſcheme of a ſeparate 
ſubſcription was there laid before them, in a letter 
(as Jam informed) from Dr. Fordyce, communicated 
by Mr. Kennedy. His friends approved of it; and 

immediately agreed, that, for the future, they would 


not ſubſcribe to Dr. Fordyce and me; but to Dr. 


Fordyce onLY. By this proceeding they, in fact, 
ſeparated from me, and from that part of rhe ſociety 
whom they conſidered as my friends. They ſepa- 
rated from them, by meeting without their know- 
ledge. and deciſtvely determining things, concerning 
which they had a right to be conſulted, if they 


were to be conſidered as belonging to the ſame ſociety, 


And they ſeparated from me, by reſolving to con- 
tribute nothing to my ſupport. And, it ſeems, from 


| the letter juſt recited, that Dr.. Fordyce conſidered 
Amel. from that time, as their T's miniſter.” 5 r. 


* 10 1 h obferrable, 9 pot peak of himſelf as eng of | 
ver pjniſers,. but as their . > | 
For- 
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Fordyce and his friends, by thus taking upon 3 to 


act ſeparately and unconnectedly with me and my 
friends, and refuſing to give them any reaſon * for 
their proceedings, at once deſtroyed the union of the 
ſociety, and began a ſeparation. 

About three weeks after this meeting, Dr. F ardyce 


and his friends ſeemed to have diſcovered that they 
had acted too precipitately in dividing the ſociety; 


and that it would have anſwered his purpoſe better, 
if, for the preſent, the ſociety had continued united, 


2 and his reſolution for a ſeparate 0 had 8 


* My Friend wrote to Mr. Kennedy, in tn to ls letter 
which contained Dr. . 8 n. as follows : une? 
3% 8611, * 

*« Yours of the zd inſtant I received, and have communiragull its 
« contents to ſeveral of the ſociety of Monkwoell-ſtreet. The 


« reſolution it contains appears a very extraordinary one. They 


« would be glad to be more particularly informed of the mean- 


ing of it, and what are the reaſons upon which it is founded. - 


% Feb. 8, 1775. I am, &c.” .. 
To which Mr. Kennedy, the next week, replied, 
« 81 R. 


4% T received yours of the 8th inſtant acknowledging the receipt : 


« of mine of the 3d, which I obſerve you communicated to ſeveral 
* of the ſociety of Monkwell-ſtreet, but you do not ſay that you 
« informed Mr. Toller of the contents according to requeſt. 
« The reſolution, I apprekend, explains itſelf: As for the reaſons 
& on which it is founded, they will, if neceſſary, be Ronny at a 
« proper opportunity, = With true reſpect, 
© Feb. 14 HS - Fam, &6,” 
Mr. Kennedy was afterwards called upon, by two gentlemen, 
for the reaſons of the above reſolution ; and he then likewiſe 
declined giving any. | | 
| ” been 
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been the reſolution of the ſociety. But though this 
diſcovery was made too late; (for they had already 
divided the ſociety, they had already purſued meaſures 
Inconſiſtent with the idea of its union,) yet, if 
Poſſible, to rectify the error, Mr. Kennedy ſummoned 
Dr. Fordyce's friends and mine to meet at Monkwell- 
ſtreet, on February the 21ſt. At that meeting he read 
a letter from Dr. Fordyce, expreſſing his wiſh to 
have a ſeparate ſubſcription. Dr. F ordyce firſt re- 
ſolved, and ſent his reſolution to me, and then ex- 
preſſed his wif that it might be a reſolution. The 
inconſiſtency of this conduct is hardly to be ac- 
accounted for, unleſs he firſt intended to divide the 
ſociety, and, when it was divided, thought it more 
for his intereft that it ſhould be undivided. This 
after- application to my friends and his collectively, 
to do what he, with the approbation of his friends, 
had already done, amounted to an acknowledge 
ment that his reſolution, in the united ſtate of the 
ſociety, was invalid and nugatory; for had it been 
deemed valid, why apply to the ſociety at all? — Dr. 
Fordyce's reſolution, in compliance with his requeſt, 
was adopted at that meeting, by the vote of his friends. 
But, ſuppoſing Dr. Fordyce and his friends had not 
begun this ſeparation, and the ſociety had been in its 
Irmer united ſtate, let me appeal to every candid 
mind whether, even then, a reſolution, in which I 
was ſo immediately intereſted, ſhould have been 
formed and adopted without firſt mentioning it to me, 
and hearing my ſentiments concerning it, that, if I 


had 
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had approved, I might have expreſſed my approba- 
tion; or if I had not approved, might have aſſigned 
ty reaſons for my diſapprobation. Or ſhould a mea- 


the conſtitution of the ſociety ? Ought not ſuch a 


with ſober deliberation, and diſcuſſed with calmneſs 
and temper? Ought not its conveniencies and in- 
conveniencies to have been impartially weighed, and 
the meaſure adopted or rejected, as either of theſe 
ſhould be found to preponderate ? 

That it is the cuſtom of ſome ſocieties to have ſe- 
parate ſubſcriptions where there are two miniſters, is 
undoubted. But though there are a few inſtances of 
ſeparate ſubſcriptions, yet this mode was fixed on 
when the miniſters firſt came together, and it had the 
ſanction of their mutual conſent. But in all the an- 
nals of the diſſenters, I believe no inſtance can be 
: produced of this made being adopted (after the 
miniſters had been connected with the ſociety for 
years upon a different plan) by the peremptory reſo- 
lution, or at the requeſt, of one of the miniſters, 
without the conſent, or even knowledge of the other. 
The deſign of a ſeparate ſubſcription, in thoſe few 


may be of different opinions reſpecting the Hare of 
the ſubſcriptions which each miniſter ought to receive, 
individuals may contribute to each in ſuch proportion 
as they judge proper. The deſign is not, that ſome 


other ; j 


ſure have been ſuddenly taken, which at once changed 


meaſure to have been conſidered, and re-conſidered : 


ſocieties where it obtains, is, that, as the ſubſcribers 


may . wholly to the one, and others to the 
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* ther. which would be making two diſtinct ſocieties: 


yet Dr. Fordyce's friends met and agreed to contri- 


bute nothing to me, the morning preacher in Monk- 
well-ſtreet; by which, in reality, they took upon 


them entirely to alter the plan of the ſociety in that 


place, which was formed for the ſupport of public 
worſhip there in the morning, as well as in the af. 


ternoon. — Beſides, where there is a ſeparate ſub- 


ſcription, it is the practice, as well as the province, of 
the fociety to take care that ſubſcriptions be collected 


for both their miniſters. But when it was voted that 


there ſhould be a ſeparate ſubſcription at Monkwell- 
ſtreet, no perſon whatever was appointed either to 


apply for, or to collect any ſubſcriptions for me. I 


was totally diſregarded by thoſe who carried the reſo- 
lution. And yet thoſe very perſons, who were ſo en- 
tirely regardleſs of me, would fain have had the con- 
troul of my conduct; to expect which, was © neither 
very modeſt, nor very juſt.” 
I know not for what reaſon, I was to be totally 
overlooked in a matter which ſo nearly concerned 
me, I know not what I had done to excite the re- 


ſentment, or to forfeit the regards of any. I addreſſed 


myſelf to Dr. Fordyce's friends, when they were met 


for my expulſion, in the following words: As to 


* any infinuations which may have been thrown out 
« reſpeCting me, of covert deſigns and malignant in- 
4 fluence, (and whether there have been ſuch inſi- 
„ nuations you know beſt) but if there have been 
7 I ſuch, I now declare, that they are utterly 


6c & grõun-· 
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cc groundleſs ; that they are either the creatures of. a- 
ſuſpicious imagination, or that they have been 
<4 propagated on purpoſe to miſlead. —To guard: 
« againſt ſecret inſinuations is impoſſible. © They 
« wound like the concealed dagger of an aſſaſſin. 
« Tf any one hath any crime to lay to my charge, 
| < Jet him ſpeak out. This will be generous and 
„ manly. And I will either acknowledge the juſtice. 
4 of the charge, or vindicate my character.” 
As Dr. Fordyce had reſolved that I ſhould re- 
ceive nothing from the ſociety ;* as his friends had 
adopted that reſolution; and had likewiſe reſolved. - 
that I ſhould receive nothing from them individually; 
my friends, by whoſe contributions only I was to be 
ſupported in the exerciſe of my miniſtry, reaſonably 
expected, that I ſhould perform ſuch miniſterial ſer- 
vices as they ſhould defire. And ſome of them de- 
firing me to adminiſter to them the Lord's Supper, 
(being determined to join no more in that ſolemnity 
with Dr. Fordyce) I gave notice on the laſt Lord's 
Day in February, that it was my intention, at the re- 
queſt of ſome very reſpectable friends, to adminiſter 
theLord?s gupper the next Sabbath i in the morning, 
and ſo continue (God willing) on the firſt Sabbath 
in every month. : | 
This appeared to me a broper; a5 a © Becelry „ 4 
meaſure, —It was proper that I ſhould perferm this 4 
ſervice at the requeſt of thoſe with whom-I-was con- 1 
nected, uncontrouled by thoſe with whom I had now: | =— 
no connection. While I was morning preacher to 1 


! 
1 do not mean, chat Dr. Fordyee had reſolved that I ſhould j 
receive nothing from the individuals of the ſociety ; but that I | 4 | 
| 

| 
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ould receive nothing from the ſociety as a ſociety, 
fs K the 
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the: faciety. in Monkwell ſtreet, and, as ſuch, ſup» 
ported hy them, I ſhould have been juſtly reprehen- 
ſible, had 1 ſteped out of my own department into 
that of Dr. F ordyce, to adminiſter the Lord's Sup- 
per without his or their conſent. — But Dr. Fordyce 
hed refolved (as before appears) that I ſhould have 
no ſupport from the ſociety ; his friends had adopted 
that reſolution, and had likewiſe reſolved that I ſhould 
receive nothing from them as individuals What 
dependance, therefore, after theſe reſolutions, had ? 
upon the ſociety, or upon theſe individuals; or what 
oonnection with them? And what right had they to 
dictase what ſervices I ſhould, or ſhould not perform 
to thoſe with whom 1 was connected, and upon whom 
1 depended ? Nothing could be more unreaſonable, 
thay firſt to throw me upon the ſupport of my friends, 
and then to prevent my doing what my friends re- 
queſted me to do 
But my adminiſtering che Lord's Supper was not , 
only proper, but neceſſary. In the ſituation into 
which 1 was brought by Dr. Fordyce and his friends, 
it would have been impoſlible that I ſhould have been 
long ſupported in the exerciſe of my miniſtry with- 
out it. If I had not adminiſtered the Lord's Supper 
to thoſe of my friends who participate of that ordi- 
nance, they muſt have joined themfelves in a cloſer 
connection with another miniſter, and I could have 
expected only an inferior ſhare of their contributions: 
which would have been inſufficient for the ſubſiſtence. 
of myſelf. and family. — Or if, out of perſonal re- 
gard co me, or from a generous ſenſe of my being an 


injured man, they ſhould have contributed more li- 
beral 
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berally than I could have expected when they” were 


more nearly eonnected with another miniſter; yet as 


they droped off (ſeveral of whom are far advanced in 


life) what proſpect would there have bern of having 
others to ſueceed them? Who would have come to 


Monk well ſtreet to ſettle under my mimſtry, hen 


could not adminiſter to them the peculiar ordinance 


'of the Chriſtian religion, however earneſtly they | 


might wiſh it? Had I not, with the coficutrence, 


and af the defire of my friends, determined to ad- 


miniſter the Lord's Supper, I muſt,” in a few years, 
have been brought to that ſtate, to which it was the 
natural tendency of the conduct of Dr. Fordyee and 
his RISES not to fay their intention, to to redute me. 


=. I can | hardly conceive that any one, putting  himfelf 3 into my 
.tuation, can think I afted wrong in giving notice of my pur- 


poſe to adminiſter the Lord's Supper. But ſuppoſing I afled 


'wrong, ought not Dr. Fordyce, or ſome of his friends (inftead of 
puſhing on my expulſion) to have converſed with me on the ſub- 
jeQ, and endeavoured to convince me of my error ? * Aſuppoſed 
«« error on my part, could not, I apprehend, ſupercede on theirs 


„ the duty of complying with an expreſs and important law of 


«© charity, enforced by no leſs an authority, than that of their 
Divine Maſter.” I adopted the meaſure, becauſe I thought 
it a right meaſure. and that I was juſtified ia purſuing it upon 
every principle of reaſon, and of fcripture. Had I been con 
vinced that it was orherauiſẽ, it ſhould have been relinquiſhed, I 
had not as yet adminiſtered : Thad only given notice of my inten- 
tion to adminiſter. And, inſtead of expelling me for my intention, 
would not Dr. Fordyce and his friends, had they been actuated by 
the ſpirit, and guided by the Rules of the Goſpel, have firſt en- 
deavoured to convince me by ſober argument, that 1 ought, not 
to adminiſter ? 
+ Letter III. p. 24. 
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— When * had received. Dr. 1 s reſolution 
about a-ſeparate ſubſcription, I converſed with many 


Fan upon the ſubject of my adminiſtering the I 
Lord's Supper; and the neceſſity of it, in my cir- ſt 
cumſtances, appeared to zbem in as ſtrong a light as it p 
appeared to me. And when one or two of my friends 05 
met Mr. Kennedy, at his deſire, previous to the cl 
meeting at Monkwell-ſtreet to confirm Dr. Fordyce's fit 
reſolution, he was then told, that it was my determi- 1h 
Nation; if: the intended ſeparation of the ſubſcription m 
took plaxe, to adminiſter the Lord's Supper; and vi 
that my friends would contribute, in the proportion M 
they had; already contributed, towards the rent of the ¶ eu 
meeting · houſe, and other expences.— That evening be 
Dr. Fordyce's . reſolution being confirmed, it was im 
agreed, that monies ſubſcribed for the rent, &c. tler 
ſhould be applied as uſual. But at that meeting Mr. ob 
Kennedy made no objection to my adminiſtering the if 
Lord's Supper; though he knew it was my intention: ¶ wit 
he did not even mention it; and yet, if he had rig 
thought proper to object, this ſhould have been the Ho 
time of his objecting. eag 
The afternoon of the a on which I gave publie I by 
notice of my intention to adminiſter the Lord's Sup- Thi 
per, a paper was read by the clerk, deſiring all the I re 
ſubſcribers to meet on the Tueſday following, and a real 
circular letter was ſent to the ſame purpoſe, to the pref 
members and ſubſcribers on the Monday. It was re- 1 
ported that the deſign of the meeting was to expel me. inde 
drav 


My friends therefore, on the Monday evening preſſed 


me 


— — 


obſerving, that Dr, Fordyce might have been there 


with my intention in the morning; and that I had a 
right to be heard, and muſt inſiſt on being heard. 
However, Dr. Fordyce's friends expreſſed great 
eagerneſs for my withdrawing; and the queſtion that 
be defired to withdraw being put, it was carried. 


| refuſed to comply with that deſrre, mentioning my 
reaſons. And it was the earneſt requeſt of many 
preſent that I would not comply with it. 


indecent behaviour upon my refuſing to with- 
draw, Such behaviour could hardly have been ex- 
| * 


if he had choſen; that he had been made acquainted. 


The vote for 4eſring me to withdraw was then read. 


I ſhall take but Iittle notice of Mr. Kennedy 8 
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end Judging my attendance proper, as the de- 
ſign of the meeting ſo nearly concerned me. To which 

I conſented.  And.it was agreed, that Dr. Fordyce- 
ſhould be informed, on the Tueſday morning, of my 
| purpoſe to be-preſent in the evening to give him the 
opportunity. of meeting me, if he had been fa,in- 

clined: and he was informed acoordingly. He de- 
fired: in return, that I might be informed that: he - 
ſhould not attend, and that it was very: improper for | 
me to attend. But as no reaſons were offered to con- 
vinee my judgment, I ſtill held my reſolution. Mr. 
Marſton ſeeing. me at the meeting on the Tueſday 
evening, enquired if Dr. Fordyce would be there: 
being anſwered in the negative by Mr. Kennedy, he 
immediately made a motion, that the Rev. Mr. Tol- 

ler be defired to withdraw. I objected to this motion, 


7 
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pected from one who had been held up to view, as 
= man, of known, approved, and irreproachable - 

<<: integrity, and who reflects an honour on a Chrif. 
tian ſociety. . After offering me an illiberal in. 
ſult, he faid that he ſhould proceed to buſineſs, and 
confider me as not preſent. He then obſerved, that 
though Dr. Fordyte was not preſent in perſon, he 
was preſent by letter; for he had received a letter 
from him; which Dr. Fordyce deſired might be read 
to the ſociety. Let the candid reader judge what 
vere Pr. Fordyceꝰs tnotives for giving a poſitive opi- 
nion againſt the propriety of my attending the meet - 
_—_ 5 wile: be had ritter 2 letter to * 5 
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did not reflect much honour either upon the ſociety, or upon him- 
| ſelf. It did not then appear, that the picture which Dr. Fordyce 
drew for his prudent friend bore any ſtriking reſemblance of the 
original. When Mr Kennedy ſpoke of my intention to admi- 
niſter the Lord's Supper, aud of the intention of my friends 
to join with me in the participation of it, he made uſe of 
the followig · paſſionate and opprobrious terms, ſtaring around him 
with all the wildneſs of inſanity, « It is yevitisnh. I fay, it i: 
«© pkvtrisn. I am nvt angry, Gentlemen! If I was angry, 
««.] ought to be angry.“ — His . was oP Ry | 
«« and An MS 1 ; 


The reader will, I hope. onnth my ſo Hr mentioning, 
in the courſe of this narrative, the name of Mr. Kennedy. But 
it cannot well be avoided, as Dr. Fordyce has made him, though 
of ſo little perſonal importance, a man of /eme conſegnence by 
employing him as an agent in theſe tranſactions. 
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then read; and .what wars motives of his friends 
in voting (before I had heard the lewer) that I ſhould 
* deſired to withdraw. 
In the letter, Dr. Fordyce offered to 8 the 
morning as well as the afternoon ſervice at Monk- 
well ſtreet; ſaid, that he would have no connection 


whatever, with me; and that, if I was not diſmiſſed, 
he himſelf would reſign.*.. 
When Mr. Kennedy had ul the inns he! made 
a long motion (which had been already. prepared) 
the purport of which was, that the Rev. Mr. Toller 
be diſmiſſed. — I then roſe to ſpeak ; but was pre- 
vented, particularly by Mr. Marſton and Mr, Ken- 
nedy. The injuſtice and inhumanity of hindering a 
man from ſpeaking in his own vindication, and of 
condemning him unheard, were ſtrongly urged by 


0 Dr. Fordyce i in his eter aſſerted, chat I had expreſſed aide 
To this I e that I zever expreſſed any diſſatis faction ny? - 
what I had for years received, either to Him, or to the /icizzy, 
or to any individual. — The year in which Mr. Alexander For- 
dyce failed, Mr. Kennedy took upon him. to withhold from me 
twenty pounds. As I thought this (for various reaſons which 
might be affigned) very unjuſtifiable, T aſſured him, that 1 would 
by no means conſent to any ſuch deduction. And mentioning the 
affair to ſeveral gent emen of the congregation, they interfered 
in it; and, in conſequence of their interference, I received, after 
that year, the uſual ſum. — From that time to this, I have ex- 
preſſed no diſſatisfaction with what I received. Ideclarel this at 
the late meeting in Monkwell ſtreet, and challenged : any one to 
contradict me. No one did contradict me, not even Mr. Ken- 
nedy. What foundation then had Dr. Fordyce for this aſſaxtion ? 
| | _ 
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ſome of my friends. Mr. Marſton then aſked, 


whether, if I was permitted to ſpeak: I would con- 
fine myſelf to ſome particular articles. ] enquired 


what could be the reaſon of ſuch an oppoſition to my | 


ſpeaking in my own defence? Or what could be the 
meaning of all that extraordinary caution, that, if I 
did ſpeak, I ſhould be confined to particular points. 
I aſked whether they were afraid, that I ſhould bring 
to light ſome truths which they wiſhed to be con- 
| cealed, and which might give ſome perſons preſent, 
different ideas from thoſe with which they had been 
prepoſſeſſed. I added, that I hoped, I ſhould not 
in any thing I might ſay, forget my character as a 
gentleman, or as a miniſter. If I did, I wiſhed to 
be called to order. At length I was permitted to 
| ſpeak; though I was not to ſtay to debate upon the 
queſtion. —While I was ſpeaking, Mr. Marſton 
| ſneered, muttered, ſpoke loud and interrupted me. 

I ſtated the grounds of the miſunderſtanding be- 
tween Dr. Fordyce and myſelf; related the ſteps 
Which I had taken, and the Overtures I had made, 
to reſtore peace and harmony pointed our, (as in 
ſome of the preceding pages) the inconſiſtency of 


Dr. Fordyce's reſolution about a ſeparate ſubſcrip - 


tion, with the principles of the diſſenters; the im- 
propriety of the ſociety's adopting the reſolution 


without my conſent or knowledge ; and that, in con - 


ſequence of my being thrown entirely upon the ſup- 


port of my friends in the exerciſe of my miniſtry, 


I conſidered myſclf as — to them only ; that 


I did 


I did not give notice of my intention to adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper in oppo/ition to Dr. F ordyce ; that 
I wiſhed him quietly and unmoleſted to perform every 
part of his miniſterial and paſtoral duty to thoſe who 
choſe to be connected with him. But ſince Dr. For- 
dyce and his friends had thought proper to ſeparate 
themſelves from me and my friends; and ſince, at 
his {defire, and through his influence, I had been 
thrown off from my dependance upon the ſociety, 
all I wiſhed, was to do what would be moſt accepta- 
ble to thoſe upon whom I was dependant.* 

But admitting, for a moment, that I was amena- 


ble for my conduct in my miniſterial character, to a 


ſociety, or to individuals, who had withdrawn from 
me their ſupport; yet, even upon this ground, my ex- 
pulſion could not be vindicated. + Upon this ſuppo- 


ſition I pointed out the injuſtice and cruelty of the 


meaſure they were purſuing, in the following words: 
« A diſſenting ſociety have, beyond all doubt, a 
legal right to exclude any miniſter from miniſter- 
<« ing among them, be his character ever ſo fair and 
*< exemplary : that is, they have a right or power 
% uncontrouled by the laws of the land, of which 
e no one ought to deprive them; but not a right 
As Dr. Fordyce thought (what I never thought) that I was 


reaping the fruit of his labours, and choſe to be no longer con- 
nefteq with me; we might haveaſſembled in Monkwell-ſtreet with 


our reſpective friends, the one in the morning, and the other in 
the afternoon; and in this way have agreed to differ. This would 


not have been erecting altar againſt altar; but amicably promot- 
ing the ſame important defign. 55 ; 

+ What follows in this narrative is on ſappoſition that Dr. For- 
dyce and his friends had not ſeparated the ſociety, to ſhow that 
in every view their treatment of me was unjuſtifiable. , 

cc 
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by the law of conſcience. When a chriftian ſo- 
ciety chooſe a miniſter, and he accepts of their 
invitation, there is an implied compact, that 
while he preſerves an upright character, and is 
diſpoſed and capable to diſcharge the duties of 
his office, he ſhall continue to miniſter amongſt 
them. This is always implied, unleſs a determi- 
nate time is agreed upon at the election and accep- 
tance. And diſſenting ſocieties conſider themſelves 
as bound in honour and in conſcience by this im- 
plied compact. A diſſenting congregation would 
forfeit its reputation, and incur laſting diſgrace 
and infamy, were they wantonly or paſſionately to 
expel a miniſter, who had not become obnoxious 
to them in his religious principles, nor had for- 
feited his moral character. — Who would de- 
vote himſelf to the miniſterial function among 
the diſſenters; or who would educate his children 
for that ſervice, if he were thus liable (in ſpight 


of all his circumſpection and care) to be at once 


diſmiſſed, through malice, pride, or avarice; and 
if this implied compact were not his ſecurity? 
As, therefore, it was moved to eject me from being 
a miniſter in this place, where I have been morning 
preacher for upwards of fourteen years, I do now 
call upon any one to ſhew, wherein I have erred in 
principle, or in practice, ſo as to deſerve ſuch ſeve- 


rity of treatment. I have a right to aſk, what my 


crimes are; and juſtice and honeſty require that 
you give me an open and explicit anſwer, —I aſk 
| e ne 
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no Ae Tis juſtice only. that I a —To 


expel a minſter of the goſpel from the ſociety where 


he hath miniſtered, is the greateſt puniſhment that 


the ſociety can inflict, and carries with it an im- 
plication of ſomething highly criminal. It will 


carry this implication 1n reſpect to me more ſtrongly 
* than it would in reſpect to another : for my ex- 


pulſion from hence, will be an expulſion not only 


from a place where for fourteen years I have exer- 


ciſed my miniſtry; but alſo from a place where 
the tendereſt and deareſt connection J have in the 


world hath attended from her infancy ; where her 


venerable father (the late excellent Dr, Lawrence) 


laboured in the ſervice of the goſpel, through a 


long courſe of years, to the cloſe of life, and to 
whoſe countenance and recommendation Dr. For- 
dyce owes his being a miniſter in this city, and in 
this place, after having met with repeated diſap- 


e pointments elſewhere, Were that ſaint in glory to 
be a witneſs of the diviſions which have lately 
ſprung up here, and of the treatment his family 


have received, from thoſe from whom better treat- 


* ment might have been expected, it would, I was 


going to ſay, diſturb the repoſe, and interrupt the 
delight of Heaven. — My expulſion from a place. 
with which I am thus connected, muſt imply that 
I have done ſomething exceeding criminal. I there- 


fore again call upon my worſt enemies to ſay t 


I have done to juſtify ſuch violent and outrageous 


« proceeding. If I can be — with any thing, 


* _ 
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& and the charge ſupported, that deſerves expulſion, 
« expel me; expel me without mercy ; from you I 
* aſk for none. But if you expel me without cauſe, 
& (and if you do expel me it will be without cauſe) 
ce the guilt and infamy of the proceeding will fall 
„ heavily upon its authors. It muſt needs be, faid 
cc our Bleſſed Saviour, that offences come, but wo to 
t that man by whom the offence cometh. The great 
Head of the Church is not indifferent to the inju- 
« ries done to his miniſtering fervants. Your pro- 
c“ ceedings this day will hereafter be re-examined at 
His awful tribunal; and if you injure me here, 
to his tribunal I appeal.” 

When I had ſaid what [ thought proper on n the oc- 
caſion, as no one roſe up to bay any thing to my 
charge, and as I was not to ſtay to debate upon the 
queſtion, I withdrew ; and the next day received the | 
following reſolution ; 

February 28, 1775, Meeting-houſe in Monkwell- 
ſtreet. Ar a meeting of the members and ſubſcribers 
ſummoned by public notice, 

Reſolved That the Chairman do tranſmit to the 
Rev. Mr. Thomas Toller the reſolution of this meet- 
ing taken by Ballot viz. That the ſociety has no fur- 

ther occaſion for his aſſiſtance — and that they have 
accepted the offer made by the Rev. Dr. James For- 
dyce to perform the ſervice of the whole day — in 
future. And that they expect him accordingly to 
preach here next Lord's Day in the morning. 

| William Holland, Chairman. 

| It 
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It will, I preſume; be thought, by the cool and dif- 
paſſionate, that a buſineſs of ſo important and ſerious 
a nature ſhould not have been conducted witi: fo 
much precipitation. In civil or commercial ſocieties 
it is not uſual, I apprehend, to proceed to ballot, 
upon any important queſtion, the very day on which 
it was firſt laid before them ; and without ſpecifying, 
in the notice or ſummons, the preciſe buſineſs to be 
tranſacted. Nor do I imagine it uſual, ſuddenly, 
and without warning, to turn a man out of a place, 
which he hath for years occupied with ſome degree 
of reputation, unleſs he has been found to be guilty 
of a very flagrant crime. Had I been guilty of the 
moſt flagrant crime, I could not have met with 
ſtronger marks of eager reſentment. Indeed, the 
rapidity of the proceeding proves, that its abettors 
were conſcious that it would not admit of deliberate | 
diſcuſſion.* = | — 
It deſerves remark, that no other reaſon appears | 
in the preceding reſolution for expelling me, but that | 
Dr. Fordyce had offered to perferm the ſervice of the 
whole day.— It is not common for diſſenting miniſ- 
ters to offer their ſervice to diſſenting ſocieties. The 
application is ordinarily from the ſociety to the mi- 
niſter. But Dr. Fordyce- applied to be morning 
preacher at Monkwell-ſtreet. He applied when there 


A gentleman, ſpeaking upon the ſubject to a zealous pro- 
moter of the expulſion, was told by him that there was no need 
for me to have ſaid ſo much on the occaſion, as the affair was 
fully ſettled before the meeting. EE 

WAS 


"— 
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was no Vacancy And he applied that the poſſeſſor 


might be turned out to make him room 
I am informed, that on the late occaſion, among 
Dr. Fordyce's friends, men and their wives voted, 


and, in ſome inſtances, others of their families. * 
mong my friends there was no inſtance of this kind. 


And there were others who voted, who could not 
be conſidered as having an equztable right. For ſurely 
perſons belonging to other ſocieties cannot be juſti- 
fied, upon the principles of the diſſenters, in coming to 
Monk well-ſtreet, where they ſeldom or never attended, 


to vote for the expul lion of one of the miniſters, be- 


cauſe they ſubſcribed ſomething from perſonal at- 


tachment to the other. And it was very pertinently 
obſerved by a gentleman, on the occaſion, that 
(though he was a conſtant attendant at that place, 


both morning and afternoon) there were many then 
preſent whoſe faces were unknown to him ; and that 


he thought it unfair, that thoſe who did not, and, 
from their connection with other ſocieties, could not 
attend, ſhould deprive thoſe who did of the miniſter 


they approved. 85 
To exclude me from Monkwell⸗ ſtreet appears to 
have been an object for ſome time in contemplation. 


The firſt plan, it ſeems, was to provoke me by ill 


treatment to reſign. I ſaw the drift of the ill uſage 
I met with, and determined that it ſhould not have 
the deſired effect. I expreſſed that ſenſe of the inju- 


ries I had received, which I thought became me; but 
would not be provoked by them to relinquiſh. —This | 


ſc heme 


* 4s, 
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' ſcheme failing, it was reſolved, that there ſhould be 
a ſeparate ſubſcription, which, it was ſuppoſed, would, 
by a ſhort, if not by an immediate operation, accom- 
pliſh the intended purpoſe. But when it was found 
that I had more friends than were expected, and that 
my adminiſtering to them the Lord's ſupper (which, 
for the reaſons before aſſigned, I had a right to do, 
and was under a neceſſity of doing) would probably 
defeat the intention of a ſeparate ſubſcription, it was 
at once reſolved, that I ſhould no longer perform 


any miniſterial ſervice in Monkwell-ſtreet.* And a 
number of perſons, whoſe minds had been artfully 


raiſed, by injurious inſinuations, to a high pitch of 


reſentment againſt me, were haſtily called together, 
to vote for my immediate expulſion. 

The contrivers of this unrighteous ' ſcheme have 
undoubtedly greater guilt than the mere inſtruments 
of its accompliſhment ; though theſe are not wholly 
free. Theſe were culpable in being ſo far the dupes 


* Though Mr. Kennedy knew that it was my deſign to admi- 
niſter the Lord's Supper, (ſee p. 72) yet, a day or two before I 
gave public notice of it, he defired a friend of mine to aſk me, 
whether I intended to give the notice on the next Sabbath, inti- 
mating, with a menacing air, that if I did I muſt take the con- 
| ſequence. Having then no connection with Mr. Kennedy, nor 
wiſhing to have any, and it being an affair in which he had no 
concern, Imight very properly have declined returning any an- 
ſwer. However, I thought it ſufficient to return this general one, 
'That I ſhould do what appeared moſt eligible to my friends, and 
to myſelf.— Mr. Kennedy was miſtaken if he thought that I ſhould 
be deterred, by his menaces, from OY what I a En | 
the line of duty, 

of 
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of the dchaning, 2s to be prevailed on to act repug- 
nant to the plainſt principles of religion, and to the 
moſt obvious maxims of juſtice, and of humanity. 
Their having been ſeduced into an attempt to diſtreſs 
the family, to ruin the character, and to put a period 
to the labours of a miniſter of the Goſpel (by ſud- 
denly expelling him from the place with which he had 
been for years connected, and connected by more 
than ordinary tyes) from whom they never received 
any perſonal incivility, and on whoſe religious prin- 
ciples, or moral conduct, there was no charge, or 
even ſuſpicion, will not, it is preſumed, afford them 
any pleaſing reflections in a ſerious hour. 

Dr. Fordyce, ſince my expulſion from Monkwell- 
ſtreet, hath repreſented me as poſſeſſed of an affluent 
fortune; with what views he himſelf knows beſt. 
Such a repreſentation undoubtedly tends to prevent 
perſons contributing to my ſupport, who might other- 
wiſe be diſpoſed to aſſiſt a man with a numerous fa- 
mily, ejected from his ſtation, without ſo much as the | 
pretence of any crime. I know not what authority 
Dr. Fordyce had for his aſſertion. I am ſure he had 
no authority from me. A man ought to have clear 
evidence of the truth of what he aſſerts manifeſtly to 
the prejudice of another. But Dr. Fordyce hath aſ- 
ſerted, in this inſtance, that which he knew not, and 
which he had no poſſibility of knowing.“ 

I thank God, the worldly advantage I derive from my profeſ- 
fion is not the only ſource of my ſupport: that has always been 
very inadaquate to the expences of my family, Nor ſhall I regret 
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It is a ſource of great conſolation, that ! is 2 
— 4 and righteous Providence preſiding over the 
concerns of men. The interpoſitions of that Pro- 
vidence have remarkably appeared in the iſſue of the 
tranſactions which have now been related. As for 
thoſe who without cauſe were my enemies, they 
thought evil againſt me, but God meant it unto 
good. I feel myſelf much happier in my preſent 
ſituation than in my former: and have a fair proſ- 
pect of increaſing uſefulneſs and comfort. — The 
large number of reſpectable perſons and families now 
united under my miniſtry, who were lately (and 
ſome of their venerable anceſtors long ſince) the or- 
nament of the ſociety in Monkwell-ſtreet, reflect 
upon me that diſtinguiſhed honour, and excite in 


me that heart · felt pleaſure, -which I cannot find 
M CE lan- 


that it continues ſo, while the income of my private fortune is able 
to make up the deficiency. I never did, and hope I never ſhall, 
preach the Goſpel for filthy lucre ſake. --T feel myſelf animated 
by nobler motiyes than thoſe of worldly gain. I wiſh, indeed, to 
live in that credit in which I have hitherto lived ; and to be able 
to anſwer the growing expence of my children's education. Burt 
it muſt be a larger fortune than mine the intereſt of which alone 
will be adequate to theſe purpoſes. But if I poſſeſſed a for- 
tune truly affluent, would this juſtify or excuſe the ejecting me 
from my ſtation, and at once depriving me of its temporal 
benefit? Is this fit treatment for a man who has ſacrificed fairer 
wordly proſpects, that he might devote himſelf to a profeſſion, 
for the ſpiritual improvement of others, which has not afforded 
him even a maintenance ? Will not every friend of religion in 
general, and of the cauſe of the Diſſenters in particular, look 
upon ſuch treatment with abhorrence ? 


u Ty 


language to expreſs. The eſterm of the worthy it 
was ever my ambition to acquire; and ſhall ever bs 
my ambition to preſerve. Gratitude and affectioſi to 
fuch tried and ſteady friends, as well as à ſenſe f 
* will animate me to exert my utmoſt endeavours 

(in dependance on that influence without which all 
e aſſiſt them in their further 


en for future glory. „ 
7. r. 
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